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NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 

The number of the Reaister, issued last week, 
completed the tenth volume of the new series. We 
have the pleasure of forwarding the first number of 
the eleventh volume, or sixty-first volume of the en- 
tire work, printed upon new type—manufactured for 
us at Mr. Carter’s Baltimore type foundry—which 
will considerably improve the appearance of the pub- 
lication. 

For the generous and efficient support which the 
RecisTer continues to receive from a portion of its 
subscribers, the editor returns his heartfelt acknow- 
ledgment—and sincerely hopes that the efforts he 
is making to render the work useful, will be second- 
ed by the friendly aid of those subscribers who—most 
of them, we are sure, from mere inadvertence—have 
allowed their accounts to be in arrear. 

{t is not necessary at this day to say one word in 
commendation of the character of the ReeisTer, as 
a historical record; for it is so closely identified with 
the progress of the nation, that no man, who desires 
to attain correct information in relation to “‘men and 
things,” can do so, satisfactorily, without reference 
to its pages. ‘Those who possess entire copies of the 
work are, indeed, rich in its possession, and there is 
not a volume which is not daily increasing in value. 
To keep up its well earned reputation will be our 
constant aim—and we appeal to our old friends and 
the public to aid us in the effort to bequeath a rich 
political legacy to those who may come after us. 




















iL} The U. S. senate was occupied Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in a warm debate upon the bill 
which passed the house last week, to establish a 
Fiscan Corporation. The bill finally passed the 
senate yesterday, without amendment, yeas 27, nays 
22—a strict party vote, with the exception of Mr. 
Rives, who voted against the bill. Mr. Arcuer made 
a speech in favor of the bill on Thursday. | 


Tue Lanp Disrrisution Bri having passed both 
houses; was yesterday signed by the president. 














NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Charles S. Todd, of Kentucky, envoy extraordina- 
ry and minister plenipotentiary to Russia. 

Daniel Jenifer of Maryland, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary to Austria. 

HH. M. Breckenridge, of Pennsylvania, to be a com- 
missioner under the act of congress to c into ef- 
fect the convention with the Mexican republic of the 
llth April, 1839. 

Thomas B. Pottinger, marshal for the district of 
Maryland. 


John W. Vance, register of the land office, at Dan- 
Ville, Illinois. ' 








VICE CONSULS. The president has recognized 
Ne M. Wriaur, esq. as vice consul of Brazil, for 
the port of Philadelphia. 


UcusTe Branwa, esq. vice consul of Belgium, for 
the port of N orfolk, Virginia. satis 
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EVERY SATURDAY, BY. JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








THE PUBLIC FUNDS. The sub-treasurers hav- 
ing been dispensed with by virtue of the repeal of 
the sub-treasury law, at Boston, the American bank has 
been selected to keep the deposits. f 

At N. York the Merchants’ bank was at first designat- 
ed, but subsequently the Bank of Commerce was sub- 
stituted—report says because the former refnsed to 
ive the security required. The Bank of Commerce 
took one million of the government loan just nego- 
tiated, at 54 per centum. 

INVESTIGATION. The Board of Commissioners 
appointed to investigate the New York custom house 
concerns, after a session of nearly three months, have 
brought their inquiries to a close. The testimony 
collected is said to occupy 800 folio pages, some of 
it of a very serious import. ’ 

The N. Y. American says, “The commissioners, on 
the eve of breaking up, addressed a letter to the col- 
lector, Mr. Curtis, approving the reform introduced 
by him into the custom house in the manner of keep- 
ing and accounting for the public moneys, in the re- 
duction of the enormous incidental expenses of the 
office, and that of the number of persons employed. 
They also say that nothing has appeared which in any 
manner implicates Mr. Curtis in the discharging of 
his official duties. The testimony borne by all the 
commissioners to his diligence, intelligence and fide- 
lity, cannot but be grateful to Mr. Curtis and to his 
friends.” : 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Tue Bririso Corn Laws. The rene having 
been fairly submitted to the people of Great Britain, 
in their ultimate constitutional capacity, at the polls, 
whether they would adopt something more like reci- 
orm and nearer akin to free trade, or would ad- 

ere to the system which has so long and is still ope- 
rating so mem ey A to us, and they, by elect- 
ing a decided majority of the tory party to parliament 
upon the express ground that, if elected, they would 
continue that policy, it now becomes the duty of 
every American citizen to acquaint himself with the 
scope of those said corn laws, and discern how it is 
that they affect our trade. a 

To facilitate this object, we subjoin a tabular state- 
ment of the duty payable, per barrel, on American 
flour, under the corn laws of Great Britain, careful- 
ly prepared by an American merchant, resident in 
Liverpool. 

By act 9, of George IV, ch. 60, the duty on foreign 
wheat is as follows, viz:—When the average price 
of wheat is at and above— 

Per quarter. Duty per qr. Duty per bbl. on flour. 

. s. d. 


3. 3. d d 
73 10 — 7.7.32 
72 28 1 7.1.4 
71 68 4 0.1.8 
70 10 8 6 5 
69 13 8 8 2.21.32 
68 16 8 10 0.5.16 
67 18 8 11 2.3.4 
66 20 8 12 5.3.16 
65 21 8 13 0.13.32 
64 228 13 7.5.8 
63 23 8 14 2.27.32 
62 248 14 10.1.6 
61 25 - 15 5.9.32 
60 26 8 16 0 
59 Q7 - 16 7.23.32 
58 28 8 17 2.15.16 
57 29 - 17 10.5.32 
56 30 8 18 5.3.8 * 
55 31 - 19 0.39.32 
54 32 8 19 7.26.22 
53 33 - 20 3.1.32 
52 34 8 20 10.1.4 
51 35 - 21 5.15.32 
50 36 8 22 0.22.32 
49 37 - 92 7.29.32 
48 38 8 23 3.1.8 
47 39 - 23 10.11.32 
46 40 8 24 5.9.16 
45 41 - 25 0.25.32 
44 428 % 8 

43 - 26 7.7.32 


43 
On barley and Indian corn, if the average price is 
31s. and under 34s. the duty is 12s. 4d. per imperial 





ge and for every Is, per quarter it advances, 
the duty is decreased 1s. 6d. until it reaches 4is. per 


qr. at which price and upwards, no more than 1s. per 
qr. is levied; and the duty increases in like manner 
1s. 6d. per qr. as the price declines 1s. or part of 1s. 
under 33s. per quarter. 

On oats, if the may 63 price is 25s. and under 26s. 
per qr. the duty is 9s. per qr.; decreasing 1s. 6d. 
per qr. as the ave price advances ls. until it 
reaches 31s. when at that price or more, the ful is 
only 1s. per qr.; and in like manner it is incre Is. 
6d. per qr. for every 1s. or part of 1s. per qr. the ave- 
~~ recedes below 24s. per quarter. ; 

or the convenience of those who do not readily 
understand quarters and sterling money,-J. H. Hedley 
has prepared the following tables exhibiting the rates 
of duty per bushel in federal money, together with 
the duty on flour per barrel in federal money, so ar- 
ranged that they correspond with the preceding table, 
and will be at once understood. Thus when wheat 
is at and over— 


Per bushel. Duty per bushel. | On flour per bbl. 

$2 O02cts.6 mills. O2cts.8mills. 13 cts. 
i99.6= 8 04 9 . 35 mills. 
97. @ 18 5 ss. CB 
iff 2 29 6 $142 4 
10}...5 37.09 181 3 
188 7 46 2 222 0 
18 9 51 8 247 9 
1 83 1 57. 63 275 7 
oy... 4 60 1 288 6 
3 Se @  § 301 6 
174 8 Gh. 9 314 5 
172 O 68 4 329 3 
ioe 3 Oo 4 342 2 
ee 74 #860 355 6 
163 7 “4 9 368 6 
16 9 wm. 2 3 81 1 
ye Lae oO 5 $9 2 
155 64 85 1 408 8 
152 6 86 =O 421 8 
149 6 9: = 6 434 8 
1 47 1 91 6 4 49 6 
144 3 4 9 462 5 
1 41 5 97 1 475 4 
138 7 $101 7 4838 4 
135. 9 102 7 5 01 4 
133 2 107 +3 5 16 1 
130 4 108 2 5 29 1 
127 «6G. ty ..4 542 0 
124 6 113 «8 555 0 
1 22 1 118 4 569 £6 
238. 3 1... 590 2 


Mr. Hedley observes, ‘‘From the inspection of the 
above tables it will be seen that the duty on flour is 
50 per cent. higher than on grain: consequently ship- 
pers generally send wheat in bulk to England, unless 
the price is very high, when the duty is so small as 
to make the freightage more than to counterbalance 
the exira duties. At best, however, it is but a ha- 
zardous. business, and often attended with ruinous 
loss to American exporters. The extra duty on flour 
is no doubt intended as a sort of protective tariff to 
English flour manufacturers, and is abundantly cha- 
racteristic of English tact and statemanship. I have 
no wish to make comments now; the time is coming 
when this subject will be canvassed in all its parts, 
and an administration elected that will put forth all 
its power to procure either a total repeal of these un- 
just laws, or such a modification of them as will jus- 
tify American merchants in seeking the ports of Great 
Britain as an available market for our increasing sur- 
plus of bread stuffs.” 

Tue Sounp Dves—Quvarantine. A communica- 
tion from the Elsinore custom house announces a re- 
duction in the Christianople tariff, to take effect on 
the 15th June 1841—annexed are the alterations: 


Jew Former 

duties. duties. 
Alspice per 100 Ibs. 4}st* 9 
Oranges, lemons, &c. chest. 1 2 
Arsenic 300 Ibs. 8 12 
Orpiment 100 Ibs. 6 9 
Cocoa ae 6 24 
Coffee “ 6 24 
Camel’s hair 50 Ibs. 12 30 
Canella alba 100 Ibs. 6 36 
Cardamons +f 18 36 
Cassia fistula e 12 36 
“ lignea - 9 36 








*48 stivers equal to two Danish dollars specie, 
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¢ “4 12, 36» 
Cubebs per Tbs. 8 12 
Juniper berries © at 6 36 
Cotton yarn or twist 100 Ibs. 16 36 
© sewings | 50-1bs. 15 30 
GB. Ab st 50-Ibs. 15- 18. 
i ad me Sa 15 30 
“ « foremb’y 50 Ibs. 15 30 
: mee ae 30, 
3.100 It 2 9 
100lbs, 4 12 
00 Tb 2: 4. 
30 or 36 
36 
-Tpercent. ad val. 
Cotta hone Se 50 I per cent. ad val. 
| ) per airs 6 30 
Cotton 3 hake’ d children’s do. 
100 pit 6 30 
re per Ibs. 1 9 
Paddy per 400 Ibs. 6 14st. 
{per bushel. 
Sarsaparilla per 100°Ibs. 18 36 
Soda per 300 Ibs. 3 6 
Spices not mentioned here 1 percent. ad yal. 
Sugar, raw per 100 lbs. 5 9 
Zine per 100 Ibs. 2 3 
Ships from Cuba, and other American ports, have 


now, as long as the places aré considered healthy, no 
detention at all, when they have had no case of sick- 
ness on the passage: otherwise, they will be liable to 
an observation quarantine. In case, however, any 

lace should be declared infected, the vessels coming 

rom the same will only have to perform an obser- 
vation quarantine of from four to fourteen days, and 
not as formerly be subjected to a purification un- 
loading. 

We have received a communication from our cus- 
tom house, stating that in accordance with the nego- 
ciations which have lately taken place, sound dues 
on several articles not mentioned in the Christiano- 
ple tariff, have been recuced from the 15th of June. 


BANKRUPT LAW—ITS HISTORY. On the 
4th of April, 1800, congress passed a uniform bank- 
rupt law. At this time the business of the country 
was limited; the relations between debtor and cre- 
ditor stood upon a different footing; imprisonment 
for debt existed in nearly all the states. The law 
applied to merchants and traders only. A farmer, 
a lawyer, or a mechanic had to become a trader, 
within the meaning of the act, to be entitled to the 
benefit of its provisions. A change in the political 
parties of the Ray was not without its effect upon this 
aw. It was repealed December 19, 1803. Had the 
law remained, and been amended as. time and expe- 
rience would have suggested, it would have been of 

reat benefit to the country, not only in a moral but 
in a pecuniary point of view. The country would 
have escaped many of the convultions and disasters 
which it has, since that period, passed through. 

The next action on this subject was in the house of 
representatives, January 1, 1812, when a committee 





was appointed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a uniform law on the subject of bank- 
ruptcy. 


In the house, January 3, 1815, Mr. Ingersoll, from 
the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill. (See 
bill H. of R. No. 650.) At this time Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, sent in strong pe- 
titions in favor. (See house journal, 15th congress.) 

In the house, February 27, 1816, Mr. Nelson, from 
the committee on the ju wet reported a bill; April 
22, committee discharged, and the subject indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

In the house, December 13, 1816, Mr. Hopkinson, 
from the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill. 
February 24, 1817, committee discharged and the 
subject indefinitely postponed. 

In the house, December 12, 1817, Mr. Hopkinson, 
from the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill. 
(See bill No. 6.) February 13, taken up in commit- 
tee of the whole, debated from time to time, and fi- 
nally indefinitely postponed—82 to 70. (See this 
debate.) 

In the house, November 24, 1818, Mr. Hopkinson, 
from the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill 
again; but it was not acted upon. 


“|. Inthe house, December-11, 1819, Mr. Sergean 






from committee on the lary reported a bill; 
but it wasnotacted upon.)  s—ets 

In the senate, January 12, 1820, Mr. Smith, from 
the committee on the judiciary, to whom ipenp.aefer- 
red.the memorials of a large number of the mer- 
chants of Boston and other.towns of 





of merchants a Te Pica oo ae 
and 0 . “ortsmouth ew Hai ene ~ 





€. . . 
f m abiagk en of . r ; | 0 ec a bill, and it was 
debated from January 14 to March 30, and lost in its’ 
passage to be engrossed—19 to'17 Cs 
- In the senate January 2, 1821; Mr. Van ask- 


ed and obtained léave to bring in a bill, which was 
referred to the committee on the: judiciary. Janua- 
ry 11, Mr. Smith, from the committee of the judici- 
ary, — ‘the bill without amendment, which was 
debated and engrossed. February 14, the question, 
shall this bill pass? was decided in the affirmative— 
‘yeas 22, nays 19. So the bill passed the senate, and 
was sent down to the house. | PTE 

In the house, February 20, 1821, the secretary of 
the senate came in with a yo teen the pe ae es- 
tablish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States, and asked the po 8 Mi of the 
house: and the bill was referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. (See bill from senate, No. 20.) This 
bill failed from not being acted upon. 

In the house, December 11, 1821, Mr. Sergeant, 
from the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill 
again, (see bill No. 1), which was debated from time 
to time until ee 12, 2 ig the bill was lost 
in its passage to ed —99 nays to 72 yeas. 
March 19, 1822, on the rejection of this bill, Mr. 
Walworth laid upon the table a joint resolution that 
the constitution be amended so as to give back to the 
states the power they had on this subject previously 
to the adoption of ‘the constitution. March 22, the 
‘above resolution was read a first and second time, 
}and referred to the committee of the whole on the 
‘state of the union. (See house journal, 1821 and ’22, 
page 340.) 

In the house, December 11, 1823, Mr. Breck mov- 
ed that the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the can, | of establishing a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy. December 30, Mr, Web- 
ster, from the committee on the judiciary, reported 
that, from, want of time at this session, it was inexpedi- 
ent to bring in a bill. 

In the house, May 26, 1824, Mr. Webster, from 
the committee on the judiciary, reported that it was 
now expedient to establish a uniform system of bank- 


ruptcy. 

fn the house, December 6, 1825, John Q. Adams, 
president of the United States, in his annual message 
to both houses, recommended the passage of a bill. 
The subject was referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. January 3, 1826, Mr. Webster, from the 
committee on the judiciary, reported a resolution 
that it was expedient to pass such a bill. The reso- 
lution was read and referred to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union. February 6, 
Mr. Wickliffe moved that the clerk of the house pro- 
cure the statutes of Great Britain on this subject, and 
have the same printed for the use of the members.— 
Subject laid upon the table. 

In the senate, December 13, 1825, Mr. Smith mov- 
ed that a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing imprisonment for 
debt. Mr. Hayne moved to amend the same so as 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptey. Fe- 
bruary 21, 1826, Mr. Hayne reported a bill, which 
was debated from time to time, and finally laid upon 
the table May 24, 1826. 

In the senate December 6, 1826, Mr. Hayne asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill, which was, De- 
cember 19, considered in committee of the whole.— 
February 6, 1827, the bill was debated and Jost in its 
passage to be engrossed—27 to 21. (See speeches 
on this bill.) 

December 4, 1827, John Q. Adams, president of 
the United States, in his annual message recommend- 
ed to both houses the passage of a bankrupt bill. 

In the house, April 5, 1832, Mr. John Davis, pre- 
sented a resolution of the legislature of Massachu- 
setts in favor of a uniform system of bankruptey.— 
(See house journal, 22d congress, page 568.) 


In the house, September 5, 1837—extra session— 
Mr. Van Buren, president of the United States, re- 
commended in his message to both houses the pas- 
sage of a bill, and to apply in particular to banks and 
bankers. The secretary of the treasury also made a 
report. Referred to the committee on the judicia- 
ry. me cay 21, the committee on the goviciary 
report that it is inexpedient to legislate this extra 
session. 

In the senate, September 5, 1837—extra session— 
the sameaction was had in the house—that it was 





hi- | and referred. Ay 
‘mittee on the judic 


——$————-~ 
a to legislate on the subject at that ses. 

In the senate, January 13, 1840, Mr. Norvell 
ed that the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill. 

pril 1, Mr. Webster asked and obtained leaye 
| bring in a bill, (S. No. 244), which was read and ro. 
ferred. April 3, Mr. Tallmadge asked and obtained 
leave. to br : in a bill (8. No. 295), which Was read 

ril 2, Mr. Clayton, from the com- 
he judiciary, reported a bill, (S. No. 394) 
Mr. Wall, froni a minority of the committee, report- 
ed an amendment to: bill: No. 324. June 12, M, 
Crittenden, from the select committee to whom was 
senate bill No. 324, withthe amendment 
proposed by Mr. Wall, reported the bill with the 
amendment to the senate. He also reported a i] 
(S.No. 369) which was debated from time to time. 
and June 25, tho question, shalt this bill pass? (S. No’ 
369), was deci in the, affirmative—21 to 19. § 
the the senate passed the bill and sent it down to the house. 

In the house; February 10, 1840, Mr. Hubbard 
‘moved that the committee on thé judiciary be jn- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
7 a uniform system of bankruptcy. March 9, Mr. 

eKay moved that they should inquire also as to 
banks and other-corporations. February 29, Mr. Cur- 
tis informed the house that, when in order, he should 
ask leave to introduce a bill. 

June 25, 4 o’clock, P. M. Mr. Dickens, secretary 
of the senate, came in with the bill from the senate 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy, and ask- 
ed the concurrence of the house. (Senate bill No. 
369.) July 7, laid upon the table by nearly a party 
vote—101 to 89. 

In the senate, December 30, 1840, Mr. Crittenden, 
from the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill, 
(S. No. 160), which was debated from time to time 
until February 27, 1841, when the subject was pass- 
ed over from want of time, with the understanding 
that the subject should be acted upon at the next 
session. 

In the house—extra, session—June 12, 1841, Mr. 
Briggs moved that the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
—_— a bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy. 

the senate—extra session—June 25, 1841, Mr. 
Berrien, from the committee on the judiciary, re- 
ported a bill. . 

In the house, July 1, 1841, John Tyler, president 
of the United States, sent a special message to the 
house in fayor of the passage of a bill, with a peti- 
tion of 3,000 citizens, from New York. 

In the house, July 21, Mr. Barnard, from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, reported a bill with a writ- 
ten report in favor of the measure; both of which 
were read and ordered to be printed. He also offer- 
ed a resolution that it was inexpedient to legislate 
upon the subject at this extra session; which resolu- 
tion, _ debate, was laid upon the table; yeas 118, 
nays 81. 

n senate, July 22, 1841, Mr. Berrien, according 
to notice, called up the bankrupt bill.. July 23, Mr. 
Nicholson moved to amend the bill. by inserting 
“banks and other corporations,” which motion was 
decided in the negative, 34 to 16. The bill was de- 
bated until July 24, when the question was put— 
“shall this bill pass? and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 26, nays So the senate passed the bill and 
sent it down to the house. 

In the house July 24, 1841, the secretary of the se- 
nate came in with the bill to establish a uniform sys- 
tem of bankruptcy, and asked the concurrence of the 
house. 

In the house, July 31, 1841, Mr. Barnard moved 
that the bill from the senate be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, and be 
printed. Mr. Sprigg moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and ealled the yeas and nays—decided in the 
negative, 1231091. The bill was then referred. 

riithe house, August 7, 1841, Mr. Sergeant moved 
that the committee take up the senate bill to estab- 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy, as reported 
with amendments to the house from the select com- 
mittee on the currency—negatived, ayes 82, noes 89. 
Same day, Mr. W. W. Irwin, moved a further con- 
sideration of the bill—ayes 87, noes 68. Mr. Briggs 
then moved that the bill be laid aside for the present; 
ayes 104, noes 11. No quorum. 

In the house, August 10, 1841, Mr. Briggs with- 
drew his motion to lay aside, and the bill was further 
considered, but no definite action was had thereon. 


August 17. The bill being again under consider- 
ation, action was taken on Mr. Gordon’s motion, t0 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill—negative® 
ayes 79, noes 90. Mr. Barnard moved to postpone 
the action of the bill to Ist February—agreed to— 
Mr. Underwood moved to lay the bill and amendments 
on the table; agreed to: yeas 110, nays 97. 
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18. Mr. Gamble moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bankrupt bill and..the) 
amendments had laid on the table, Decided in 
the eiarmedlives 70% 


nded; and Mr. Briggs moved the previous qués- 
on And the main question, “shall the bull pass? was 
decided in the affirmative: yeas 110, nays 106. 
_Presideat Tyler has subsequently signed .the bill, 


hich establishes a uniform system of bankruyu Papi 
throughout.the United States—for a copy of wh b. 
see page 4. 


THE ARMY. 
GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 51. 


War vent, Adj General’s Office, 

ae aro Sept. 1, 1841. 
I.. The 7th military department, as defined.in ge- 
neral orders, No. 32, of. 1837, will hereafter be in- 
cluded in the western division. Brigadier General 
Brapy will report to the major general commanding 
the western division, and also, in cases of emergency, 
to general head-quarters. 

, Brevet Brigadier General Woot, inspector ge- 
neral, having been appointed brigadier general, vice 
Brevet Major General Scorr, he is assigned to the 
command of the eastern division of the army. 

Until further orders the head-quarters of the eas- 
tern division will be changed to Troy, New York... 
- Captain E. Scuriver, assistant adjutant general, is 
for the present, assigned to the staff of Brigadier Ge- 
neral Woot. By order, L. Tuomas, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Major Peewee Wixrie_p Scott, accompanied by 
his aids, Captains Anperson end Atten, left Alba- 
ny on the 25th ult. for the western part of N. York. 


Mirirary Acapemy. The cadets at West Point, 
we understand, says the N. Y. American, have been 
obliged to strike their tents and go into barracks, in 
consequence of the prevalence of dysentary among 
them. 

THE NAVY. 

The U. S. ships Constitution and Yorktown, and 
store ship Relief, were at Callao on the 2d May. 

The U.S. ship St. Louis, capt. F. Forrest, arrived 
at Sandwich Islands on the 6th April, and proceeded 
shortly after to visit St. Francisco, Menterey, and 
Mazatlan, at which latter port she arrived on the 8th 
June. The St. Louis took from the Marquessas is- 
lands a number of runaway seamen who had been 
encouraging the natives in their savage warfare and 
exercising a demoralizing influence over them. 

The U. S. ship Vincennes, Capt. Wilkes, and the 
brig Porpoise sailed from Sandwich Islands on the 
5th April for Columbia river. 

_ The brig Consort has left New York, on a survey- 
Bs oer 

he U. 8. ship Cyane, Com. Armstrong, says the 
Norfolk Phenix, dropped down from the yard, to the 
naval anchorage, off ‘Town Point, yesterday morning. 
She is destined for the Brazil station. 


The secretary of the nayy has appointed Dr. Wa. 
P. C. Barton, of the navy, to fill the now vacant sta- 
tion of attending surgeon of the United States naval 
asylum, on the Schuylkill. 














STATES OF THE UNION. 





We are yet without official returns of the elections 
in either of the states that held elections last month. 
The general results as heretofore given are confirmed. 

On Tuesday next the annual election takes place 
in Vermont, and on the Monday following that of 
Maine occurs. 


RHODE ISLAND, 
UnrversaL: Surrrace. We learn by the Provi- 
dence Journal that the executive committee of the 
Rhode Island Suffrage association, have issued a 
call for a convention to frame a state constitution, 
for delegates to be elected from the several towns, 
in proportion to their population, and to meet in 
Providence early in October. The entire mail po- 
pulation, legally resident of the state, and of lawful 
age, are invited to vote for the delegates. We learn 
that it is the intention to present the constitution 
thus framed, to the general assembly at the October 
session, and to petition for its adoption as the su- 
preme law of the state. 
VIRGINIA. 
Copper Orne. The Wheeling Gazette says that 
large quantities of copper ore have been discoved in 
that vieinity. The ore was submitted to Professor 
Smith and Dr. Blake, (dentist), who analized it, and 
produced pure copper. The basis of the ore appear- 
ed to be carbonate of lime. 


. Orleans Picayune contains the 
116, nays 93.. The bill was then | sale exercise of Lynch law in 


ARKANSAS. 
_ Terrie Arriication or Lyncu Law. The N. 
ntai eulars of a whole 
cis e state of Arkansas. 
It seems that Phillips. county of that state, and the 
county. of Cloohoma, on the opposite side of the river, 
have been the harbur.of an extensive band of coun- 
terfeiters. The. citizens, enraged at this system of 
things, resolved to rid themselves of them, by any and 
every, means placed within their power. They ac- 
cord! proceeded, about 100 in number, in pursuit, 
d by acaptain Barney Bedford, all well armed. 


The following. stratagem atagem was then resorted to, for 
their apprehension. The volunteers engaged a trad- 
ing boat at Helena, and hid about 50 men in the store 
room; they then descended the river, landing at every 
lace were they expected to fall in with the counter- 
iters. These depraved men came on board io pur- 
chase produce, with the intention of paying for it in 
counterfeit money.. They were thus taken and se- 
cured inthe boat. When the number had increased 
to 27 men, they were tied hands and feet, and, as the 
report says, drowned in the Mississippi, near Island 
No. 69,.in the presence of two men, Harrod and Bur- 
gess, who, it.appears, officiated, or at least took an 
active part in the execution of the sentence. 


The Picayune states, that when their informant 
left, the volunteers were still in pursuit of others, the 
main one of whom they wished to secure, was a man 
named Merian Wright. Among the list of victims, 
the following names have been obtained, viz: Hugh 
Talley, Lewis Hingston, Andrew McLaughlin, Willis 
Pollock, Hugh Cotten, Elliot and Robert Hunter, the 
latter lately from New York, Joe Merritt and M 
Cormick. 
The St. Louis papers contain further particulars, 
giving a still darker hue to this bloody outrage. The 
number either drowned or shot was from 50 to 75; 
after which the executioners proceeded up and down 
the river, burning the houses lately occupied by the 
victims of their vengeance, and ordering their fami- 
lies to leave their homes forever. 


INDIANA. 
Erection. According to Chapman’s State Centi- 
nel of the 24th ult. the 
Senate stands, whigs 28 democrats, 21 
House stands, whigs 46 democrats, 54 


ae eae 


74 75 

and there is a vacancy in the senate in Marion coun- 
ty, for which an election is to be held Sept. 18. Ifa 
whig is elected, as is probable, parties will be ba- 
lanced on joint ballot, 


ILLINOIS. 
More Lynenine. We learn from the Peoria (Iil.) 
Register, that a few weeks since, a young man named 


bed at night by a band of ruffians, one half of his 
head shaved, his body tarred and feathered, and then, 
with his hands tied behind him, put into a canoe, and 
set adrift in the Mississippi river, with a threat that 
they would kill him if he came ashore, After float- 
ing a few miles, Fisher contrived to free his hands 
and reach the shore. He immediately returned home, 
and caused some of the ruffians to he apprehended, 
who, after due examination, were bound over to ap- 


$1,200 each, the others from $400 to $800 each. The 


Fisher. This was in the middle of the afternoon. 
Fisher was taken some seventy yards from the road, 
tied with a chain and rope, and a guard of two men 


told him that if he hallooed, instant death was his 
portion. Here he remained till dark, when he was 


Burlington. 
Cawat—Sratrs Desr. 


ment of debts already due to contractors. 


our state debt to near $16,000,000. 





George Fisher, of Henderson county, was taken out of 


armed with knives and pistols, placed over him, who| but made his escape. 


: . him down, wounding 
We copied an article from mS 4 
the Ottawa paper, says the Springfield Journal, stat- (though we are glad to hear not pone fi and sup- 
ing that the a had agreed to ap oo seven-| P° 
teen hundred thousand dollars in bonds for canal pur-' . 
poses. We have understood that the governor Pad meals Ro: beret that also, and then took up their 
only agreed to issue $150,000 in bonds, for the pay-| 7° of march for the hammoelr, during which they 


bonds, that the legislature will not be convened the 
coming winter. | 


MISSOURI. 
Appointment. The governor of Missouri has ap- 
pointed Judge Scorr, recently judge of the circuit 


which includes Jefferson city, to the bench of the su- 
-preme court of this state. il 


S eeeeieneeael 


FLORIDA. tra 
Since Col. Worth has been in command, nearly 300 
Indians have either come in and surrendered or been 
captured. The haunts to which they resorted north of a 
line drawn from Pilatki to the mouth of Withlacooche 
have been broken up, and the war is now. removed 
south of the Oclawaha. It is. stated that Tiger Tail 
was to meet Col. Worth on the 25th ultimo, at An- 
nutteeliga to negotiate a surrender. A letter dated 
the 21st August says—A few days:since Capt.:Alex- 
ander, of the 6th infantry, scouting on the Homosassa, 
came across a corn field of Tiger,Tail, which he de- 
stroyed, and which an Indian guide informed him was 
the last field Tiger Tail had left, Hallech, Tuste- 
nuggee has been so roughly handled that he now 
takes refuge upon Spring Garden Island in, Lake St, 
John’s with about 19 warriors. and fifly or sixty. 
women and children. An expedition was to start in 
search of him on the 26th ultimo. The Charleston 
Patriot publishes a letter dated St. Augustine, Aug. 
23, which states that 25 of Aleck Tustenuggee’s war- 
riors had gone into Tampa, and that the whole band 
was about giving up. Lieutenant Anderson had cap- 
tured six squaws and three children near Volusia. 
The steamer William Gaston was to leave on the 
24th for Fort Pierce, with horses. A party of 50 
mounted men was to leave that post immediately on 
the arrival of the boat, on an excursion to co-operate 
with the movements now going on. 

pesperanes have been receiyed at the war d 

ment from Colone] Worth, up to the 18th instant.— 
They furnish gratifying evidence of the continued ac- 
tiyity of the troops in exploring the hiding lanes of 
the enemy, and in promptly pursuing predatory. par- 
ties among the settlements. : 

The sections of the country lying in the Horwasassa 

and _Waccasassa rivers. have ox explored by land 
and water; in the former, forty acres of Indian culti- 
vation were discovered and destroyed. 
The neighborhood of the Timokaand Halifax ri- 
vers has also been minutely examined, but without 
meeting with any indications of the enemy. The 
expedition into the Everglades had not been heard 
from, Along the line of "the settlements and in Mid- 
dle Florida the troops are kept constantly in motion. 
Much of the country, nearly impracticable at the 
best season, is now rendered doubly su by unusual in- 
undation, owing to continued rains, The zeal of of- 
ficers and men, and their perseverance in scouting, 
under such complicated difficulties, deserves all praise. 
The colonel commanding reports the coming in of 
ten Indians since the report of the 8th of August, and 
the capture, by Lieut. Bol. Riley, of a, sub-chief of 
Halleck Tustenuggee’s band; from the possession.of 
whom he expects material assistance in the further- 
ance of his plans. 


TALLAnAsser, Ava. 21. More Indian Depredations. 
We learn that on Saturday last, as a party of six’ men 
were on a deer hunt in Gadsden county, they started 
an Indian whom they pursued until one of them, Mr. 


pear at the next court—two of them in bonds of| Gilchrist, (who had a horse), coming up near him, 


the Indian secreted himself in the harnmock and shot 


remaining four ruffians made their escape to the Iowa} him through the shoulder, but not mortally, when 
side of the river, and there succeeded in rallying a| Mr. G. shot the Iadian dead, at thé’same‘time disco- 
mob, who came over in a ferry boat and recaptured | vering a small party about 40 rods distant, in the act 


of gathering honey froma bée tree: At that mo- 
ment two more of the hunters arrived, who killed two 
more Indians and wounded the fourth so that he fell, 
The Indians, of course, took 
to the hammock. With shanie did we hear, that three 
of the six hunters run with fright on the announce- 


taken to the second island above Bloomington, and | ment of Indians. 
flogged by four men until back, legs and arms were 
cut into welts. He was then presented with a lie-bill| Indians came down the Augustine 
to sign; refusing to do which, he was again. put into| Blocker’s Cross Reads. to the house adjoining ‘Tom 
a canoe, in which was a large stone, and set afloat. 


He, however, effected a landing a few miles below | kept on to the miller’s house, where they lay-in wait 


We also learn that on Tuesday night a party of 7 
road, 


Peters Chairs mill, and finding it well picketed: im, 


until the miller rose te 5 ong his aa, se — shot 
in four or five places 


sing him dead, plundered his house and set fire to 


it, then proceeded to the mill, loaded themselves with 


met aman on horseback, whom. they shot at arid 


The 41,700,000 of bonds, if issued; will increase | pounded When his horse took: fright, turned and made 


for home, but while within gunshot they wounded 
the man the second time, also there, so that it was 


It is said, on the supposition that the governor| with much difficulty. that. his horse, with himself;'es~ 





| has determined to issue this amount (1,700,000) of} caped their sharp shooting, as: he was pursaéd ‘for 


passed — 
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nearly half a mile. The ruffians were 


ed, but 
nothing has yet been heard of them. Floridian. 
IOWA. 


ELecrron. ALC. Dodge has been re-elected de- 
legate to from the territory of Iowa, by 
an unascertained (but not large) majority, over 


Mr. Rich, his whig opponent. 





BANKRUPT LAW. 


A BILL 


TO ESTABLISH A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY 
| “PHROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 
ings on application for—Cases in which creditors may 
demand bankruptey—Jury trial granted thereon. 

Beit enacted by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in c pacer That 
there be, and ‘hereby is, establ , throughout the 
United States, a uniform system of bankruptcy, as 
follows: All persons whatsoever, residing in any state, 
district or terri of the United States, owing debts, 
who shall, by petition, setting forth to the best of his 
knowledge belief, a list of his or their creditors, 
their respective places of residence,-and the amount 
due to each, together with an accurate inventory of his 
or their Property, rights and credits, of every name, 
kind and description, and the location and situation 
of each and every parcel and portion thereof, verified 
by oath, or, if conscientiously scrupulous of taking 
an oath, by solemn affirmation, apply to the proper 
court, as hereinafter mentioned, for the benefit of this 
act, and therein declare themselves to be unable to 
meet their debts and engagements, shall be deemed 
bankrupts within the perview of this act, and may be 
so declared accordingly by a decree of such court; 
all persons, being merchants, or using the trade of 
merchandise, all retailers of merchandise, and all 
bankers, factors, brokers, underwriters or marine in- 
surers, owing debts to the amount of not less than two 
thousand dollars, shall be liable to become bankrupts 
within the true intent and meaning of this act, and 
may, upon the petition of one or more of their cre- 
ditors, to whom they owe debts amounting in the 
whole to not less-than five hundred dollars, to the ap- 
Po kona court, be so declared accordingly, in the 

ollowing cases, to wit: wiienever such person, be- 
ing a merchant or actually using the trade of mer- 
chandise, or being a retailer of merchandise, or being 

a banker, factor, broker, underwriter or marine in- 

surer, shall depart from the state, district or territo- 

ry, of which he is an inhabitant, with intent to de- 
fraud his creditors; or shall willingly or fraudulently 
procure himself to be arrested, or his goods and chat- 
tles, lands or tenements, to be attached, distrained, 
sequestered or taken in execution, or shall remove 
his goods, chattles and effects, or conceal them to 
prevent their being levied upon, or taken in execu- 
tion, or by other process; or make any fraudulent 
conveyance, assignment, sale, gift or other transfer 
of his lands, tenements goods or chattles, credits or 
evidences of debt: Provided, however, That any person 
so declared a bankrupt, at the instance of a creditor, 
may, at his election, by petition to such court within 
ten days after its decree, be entitled toa trial by jury 
before such court, to ascertain the fact of such bank- 
ruptcy; or if such person shail reside at a great dis- 
tance from the place of holding such court, the said 
judge, in his discretion, may direct such trial by jury 
to be had in the county of such person’s residence, 
in such manner, and under such directions, as the said 
court may prescribe and give; and all such decrees 
pases by such court, and not so re-examined, shall 

e deemed final and conclusive as to the subject-mat- 
ter thereof. 

Future preferences void— Discharge in such case forbid— 
Limit and proviso— Cases of preferences since 1st Janu- 
ary last, provided for—Married women and minors 
rights preserved. 

Sec. 2. .4nd be it further enacted, That all future 
payments, securities, conveyances or transfers of pro- 
perty, or agreements made or given bY any bankrupt 
in contemplation of bankruptcy, and for the urpose 
of giving any creditor, endorser, surety, or other per- 
son any preierence or priority over the general cre- 
ditors of such bankrupt; and all other payments, se- 
curities, conveyances or transfers of property, or 

ments made or given by such bankrupt in con- 
templation of carer, tec to any person or persons 
whatever, not being a bona fide creditor or purchaser, 
for a valuable consideration, without notice, shall be 
deemed utterly void and a fraud upon this act; and 
the assignee under the bankruptcy shall be entitled 
to claim, sue for, recover and receive the same as 





receive no discharge under the provisions of this act: 
Provided, Theat all transactions by and 
with any bankrupt, bona fide made and entered into 
more than two months before the petition filed against 
him, or by him, shall not be invalidated or affected b 

this act: Provided, That the other party to any suc 

pee atid transactions had no notice of a prior act 
of | ptcy, or of the intention of the to 
take the benefit of this act. And in case it shall be 
made to appear to the court, in the course of the pro- 


me im bankruptcy, that the bankrupt, his appli- 
cation being voluntary, has, pmecetiend 46 the first 
day of January last, or at any other time, in contem- 
plation of the passage of a bankrupt law, by assign- 
ments or otherwise, given or secured any preference 
to one creditor over another, he shall not receive a 
discharge unless the same be assented to by a majori- 
ty in interest of those of his creditors who have not 
been so preferred: 4nd provided also, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to annul, de- 
stroy, or impair any lawful rights of married women 
or minors, or any ns, mortgages or other securities 
on property, real or personal, which may be valid by 
the laws of the states respectively, and which are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of the second and 
fifth sections of this act. é‘ 


Decree of bankruptcy divests the bankrupt and invests his 
assignee with his whole property—Certain articles ex- 
cepted. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the pro- 
perty and rights of property, of every name and na- 
ture, and whether real, personal or mixed, of every 
bankrupt, except as is hereinafter provided, who 
shall by a decree of the proper court be declared to 
be a bankrupt within this act, shall, by mere opera- 
tion of law, ipso facto, from the time of such decree, 
be deemed to: be divested out of such bankrupt, with- 
out any other act, assignment or other conveyance 
whatsoever; and the same shall be vested, by force 
of the same decree, in such assignee as from time to 
time shall be appointed by the proper court for this 
purpose; which power of appointment and removal 
such court may exercise at its discretion, toties quo- 
ties; and the assignee so appointed shall be vested 
with all the rights, titles, powers and authorities to 
sell, manage and dispose of the same, and to sue 
for and defend the same, subject to the orders and 
directions of such court, as fully, to all intents and 
purposes, as if the same were vested in, or might be 
exercised by, such bankrupt before or at the time of 
his bankruptcy declared as aforesaid; and all suits in 
law or in equity, then pending, in which such bank- 
rupt is a party, may-be prosecuted and defended by 
such assignee to their final conclusion, in the same 
way, and with the same effect, as they might have 
been by such bankrupt; and no suit commenced b 
or against any assignee shall be abated by his deatl 
or removal from office, but the same may be prose- 
cuted or defended by his successor in the same office; 
Provided, however, That there shall be excepted from 
the operation of the provisions of this section the ne- 
cessary household and kitchen furniture, and such 
other articles and necessaries of such bankrupt as the 
said assignee shall designate and set apart, having 
reference in the amount to the family, condition and 
circumstances of the bankrupt but altogether not to 
exceed in value, in any case, the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars; and also, the wearing apparel of such 
bankrupt, and that of his wife and children; and the 
determination of the assignee in the matter shall, on 
exception taken, be subject to the final decision of 
said court. 


Discharge may be granted by court, except creditors dis- 
sent—Final notice to creditors required—Right to dis- 
charge forfeited by fraud, &§c.—Limitation of discharge 
—Case of perjury—Effect of discharge—In case credi- 
tors dissent, or court refuse to discharge—Jury trial 
granted, or appeal to circuit court. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every bank- 
rupt who shall bona fide surrender all his property 
and rights of property, with the exception before 
mentioned, for the benefit of his creditors, and shall 
fully comply with and obey all the orders and direc- 
tions which may from time to time be passed by the 
proper court, and shall otherwise conform to all the 
other requisitions of this act, shall (unless a majority 
in number and value of his creditors, who have proved 
their debts, shall file their written dissent thereto) 
be entitled to a full discharge from all his debts, to 
be decreed and allowed by the court which has de- 
clared him a bankrupt, and a certificate thereof 
granted to him by such court accordingly, upon his 
petition filed for such purpose; such discharge and 
certificate not, however, to be granted until after 
ninety days from the decree of bankruptcy, nor until 





part of the assets of the bankruptcy; and the person 
making such unlawful preferences and payments shall 





after seventy days’ notice in sume public newspaper, 
designated by such court, to all creditors who have 











proved their debts, and a in interest, “a 


appear at a particular time place, to show 
why such discharge and certificate shall not be ion. 


jo at which time and place any sich creditors, oy 
er persons in interest, may appear and contest th 
right of the bankrupt thereto: Provided, That in tines 
where the residence of the creditor is known, a sey- 
vice on him personally, or by letter addressed to him 
at his known usual place of residence, shall be pre- 
scribed by the court, as in their discretion shall seem 
proper, having regard to the distance at which the 
creditor resides from such court. And if any such 
bankrupt shall be guilty of any fraud or wilful con- 
cealment of his property or rights of property, or 
shall have preferred any of his creditors contrary to 
the provisions of this act, or shall wilfully omit or 
refuse to comply with any orders or directions of 
such court, or to conform to any other requisites of 
this act, or shall, in the proceedings under this act, 
admit a false or fictitious debt against his estate, he 
shall not be entitled to any such discharge or certifi- 
cate; nor shall any person, being a merchant, banker, 
factor, broker, underwriter or marine insurer, be en- 
titled to any such discharge or certificate, who shall 
become bankrupt, and who shall not have kept pro- 
per books of account, after the passing of this act; 
nor any person who, after the passing of this act, 
shall apply trust funds to his own use: Provided, That 
no discharge of any bankrupt under this act shall re- 
lease or discharge any person who may be liable for 
the same debt as a partner, joint contractor, endorser, 
bart or otherwise, for or with the bankrupt. And 
such bankrupt shall at all times be subject to exami- 
nation, orally or upon written interrogatories, in and 
before such court, or any commission appointed by 
the court therefor, on oath, or, if conscientiously 
scrupulous of taking an oath, upon his solemn affir- 
mation, in all matters relating to such bankruptcy, 
and his acts and doings, and his property and rights 
of property, which, in the judgment of such court, 
are necessary and proper for the purposes of justice; 
and if in any such examination he shall wilfully and 
corruptly answer or swear or affirm falsely, he shall 
be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall be punishable 
therefor in like manner as the crime of perjury is 
now punishable by the laws of the United States; and 
such discharge and certificate, when duly granted, 
shall, in all courts of justice, be deemed a full and 
complete discharge of all debts, contracts and other 
engagements of such bankrupt, which are proveable 
under this act, and shall be and may be pleaded as a 
full and complete bar to all suits brought in any court 
of judicature whatever, and the same shall be conclu- 
sive evidence of itself in favor of such bankrupt, un- 
less the same shall be impeached for some fraud or 
wilful concealment by him of his property or rights 
of property, as aforesaid, contrary to the provisions 
of this act, on prior reasonable notice-specifying in 
writing such fraud or concealment; and if, in any 
case of bankruptcy, a majority in number and value, 
of the creditors, who shall have proved their debts 
at the time of hearing of the petition of the bankrupt 
for a discharge as herein before provided, shall at 
such hearing file their written dissent to the allow- 
ance of a discharge and certificate to such bankrupt, 
or if, upon such hearing, a discharge shall not be de- 
creed to him, the bankrupt may demand a trial by 
jury upon a proper issue to be directed by the court, 
at such time and place and in such manner as the 
court may order; or he may appeal from that deci- 
sion, at any time within ten days thereafter, to the 
circuit court next to be held for the same district, by 
simply entering in the district court, or with the 
clerk thereof, upon record, his prayer for an appeal. 
The appeal shall be tried at the first term of the cir- 
cuit court after it be taken, unless, for sufficient rea- 
son, a continuance be granted; and it may be heard 
and determined by said court summarily, or by 2 
jury, at the option of a bankrupt; and the creditors 
may appear and object against a decree of discharge 
and the allowance of the certificate, as hereinbefore 
provided. And if, upon a full hearing of the parties, 
it shall appear to the satisfaction of the court, or the 
jury shall find, that the bankrupt has made a full 
disclosure and surrender of all his estate, as by this 
act required, and has in all things conformed to the 
directions thereof, the court shall make a decree of 
discharge, and grant a certificate, as provided in this 
act. 


Bankrupt’s property—Distribution directed— Contingent 
debts provided for—Right of action waived—Case of 
mutual debt—Power to disallow claims—Proof of debt 
to corporations—Appointment of commissioners. 


Sec. 5. And it further enacted, That all creditors 
coming in and proving their debts under such aoe 
ruptcy, in the manner hereinafter prescribed, “ 
same being bona fide debts, shall be entitled to s 7 
in the bankrupt’s property and effects, pro rata, W! 
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out any priority or preference whatsoever, except 
only for debts ue by such bankrupt to the United 
States, and for all debts due by him to persons who 
by the laws of the United States, have a preference, 
in consequence of having paid moneys as his sureties, 
which shall be first out of the assets; and any 
person who shall have performed any labor as an 
operative in the service of any bankrupt shall be en- 
titled to receive the full amount of the wages due to 
him for such labor, not exceeding twenty-five dollars: 
Provided, That such labor shall have been performed 
within six months next before the bankruptcy of his 
poe sib and all creditors whose debts are not due 

payable until a future day, all annuitants, holders 
of bottomry and respondentia bonds, holders of poli- 
cies of insurances, sureties, endorsers, bail or other 
persons, having uncertain or contingent demands 
against such bankrupt, shall be permitted to come in 
and prove-such debts or claims under this act, and 
shall have a right, when their debts and claims be- 
come absolute, to have the same allowed them; and 
such annuitants and holders of debts payable in fu- 
ture may have the present value thereof ascertained, 
under the direction of such court, and allowed them 
accordingly as debts in presenti; and no creditor or 
other person, coming in and proving his debt or other 
claim, shall be allowed to maintain in any suit at law 
or in equity therefor, but shall be deemed thereby to 
have waived all right of action and suit against such 
bankrupt; and all proceedings already commenced, 
and all unsatisfied judgments already obtained thereon 
shall be deemed to be surrendered thereby; and in all 
cases where there are mutual debts or mutual credits 
between the parties, the balance only shall be deemed 
the true debt or claim between them, and the residue 
shall be deemed adjusted by the set-off; all such proof 
of debts shall be made before the court decreeing the 
bankruptcy, or before some commissioners appointed 
by the court for that purpose; but such court shall have 
full power to set aside and disallow any debt, upon 
proof that such debt is founded in fraud, imposition, 
illegality or mistake; and corporations to whom any 
debts are due may make proof thereof by their presi- 
dent, cashier, treasurer or other officer, who may be 
specially appointed for that purpose; and in appoint- 
ing commissioners to receive proof of debts, and per- 
form other duties, under the provisions of this act, 
the said court shall appoint such persons as have 
their residence in the county in which the bankrupt 
lives. , 


Jurisdiction of the United States district court over all 
cases of bankruptcy—Rules of proceeding— Fees. 


Sec. 6._.And be it further enacted, That the district 
court in every district shall have jurisdiction in all 
matters and proceedings in bankruptcy arising under 
this act and any other act which my hereafter be 
passed on the subject of bankruptcy; the said juris- 
diction to be exercised summarily, in the nature of 
summary proceedings in equity; and for this purpose 
the said district court shall be deemed always open. 
And the district judge may adjourn any point or 
question arising in any case in bankruptcy into the 
circuit court for the district, in his discretion, to be 
there heard and determined; and for this purpose the 
circuit court of such district shall also be deemed al- 
ways open. And the jurisdiction hereby conferred 
on the district court shall extend to all cases and con- 
troversies in bankruptcy arising between the bank- 
rupt and any creditor or creditors who shall claim 
any debt or demand under the bankruptcy; to all 
cases and controversies between such creditor or 
creditors and the assignee of the estate, whether in 
office or removed; to all cases and controversies be- 
tween such assignee and the bankrupt, and to all 
acts, matters and things to be done under and in vir- 
tue of the bankruptcy, until the final distribution and 
settlement of the estate of the bankrupt and the close 
of the proceedings in bankruptcy. And the said court 
shall have full authority and jurisdiction to compel 
obedience to all orders and decrees passed by them 
in bankruptcy, by-process of contempt and other re- 
medial process, to the same extent the circuit courts 
may now do in any suit pending therein in equity. 
And it shall be the duty of the district court in each 
district, from time to time, to prescribe suitable rules 
and regulations and forms of proceedings in all mat- 
ters of bankruptcy; which rules, regulations and 
forms shall be subject to be altered, added to, revis- 
ed or annulled, by the circuit court of the same dis- 
trict, and other rules, and regulations, and forms sub- 
stituted therefor; and in all such rules, regulations 
and forms, it shall be the duty of the said courts to 
make them as simple and brief as practicable, to the 
end to avoid all unnecessary expenses, and to facili- 
tate the use thereof by the public at large. And the 
said courts shall, from time to time, prescribe a ta- 
riff or table of fees and charges, to be taxed by the 
officers of the court or other persons for services 
under this act, or any other on the subject of bank- 





ruptcy; which fees shall be as low as practicable, 

with reference to the nature and character of such 

services. 

Proceedings must be in the district where tie bankrupt 
resides—Notice to creditors to show cause—Evidence 
under oath—Proof of debt—Trial awarded in case of 


dispute—Case of perjury punishable. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all petitions 
by any bankrupt for -the benefit of this act, and all 
petitions by a creditor against any bankrupt under 
this act, and all proceedings in the case to the close 
thereof, shall be had in the district court within and 
for the district in which the person mappcens to be 
a bankrupt shall reside, or have his place of busi- 
ness at the time when such petition is filed, except 
where otherwise provided in this act. And upon 
every such petition, notice thereof shall be published 
in or more public newspapers printed in such dis- 
trict, to be designated in such court, at least twenty 
days before the hearing thereof; and all persons in- 
terested may appear at the time and place where the 
hearing is thus to be had, and show cause, if any 
they have, why the prayer of the said petitioner 
should not be granted; all evidence by witnesses to be 
used in all hearings before such court shall be under 
oath, or solemn affirmation when the party is con- 
scientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, and may 
be oral or by deposition, taken before such court, er 
before any commissioner appointed by such court, 
or before any disinterested state judge of the state in 
which the deposition is taken; and all proofs of debts 
or other claims, by creditors entitled to prove the 
same by this act, shall be under oath or solemn af- 
firmation as aforesaid, before such court or commis- 
sioner appointed thereby, or before some disinterested 
state judge of the state where the creditors live, in 
such form as may be prescribed by the rules and re- 
gulations herein before authorised to be made and 
established by the courts having jurisdiction in bank- 
ruptcy. But all such proofs of debts and other 
claims shall be open to contestation in the proper 
court having jurisdiction over the proceedings in the 
particular case in bankruptcy; and as well the as- 
signee as the creditor shall have a right to a trial by 
jury, upon an issue to be directed by such court, to 
ascertain the validity and amount of such debts or 
other claims; and the result therein, unless a new 
trial shall be granted, if in favor of the claims, shall 
be evidence of the validity and amount of such 
debts and other claims. And if any person or 
persons shall falsely and corruptly answer, swear 
or affirm, in any hearing or on trial of any. 
matter, or in any proceeding in such court in bank- 
ruptcy, or before any commissioner, he or they shall 


“be deemed guilty of perjury, and punishable there- 


for in the manner and to the extent provided by law 

for other cases. 

Jurisdiction of the circuit court in cases against the assignee 
of a bankrupt—Limitation against such suit. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the circuit 
court within and for the district where the decree 
of bankruptcy is passed, shall have concurrent juris- 
diction with the district court of the same district 
of all suits at law and in equity which may and shall 
be brought by any assignee of the bankrupt against 
any person or persons claiming an adverse interest, 
or by such person against such assignee, touching 
any property or rights of property of said bankrupt 
transferable to, or vested in, such assignee, and no 
suit at law or in equity shall, in any case, be main- 
tainable by or against such assignee, or by or against 
any person claiming an adverse interest, touching 
the property and rights of property aforesaid, in 
any court whatsoever, unless the same shall be 
brought within two years after the declaration and 
decree of no a or after the cause of suit shall 
first have accrued. 


Sales of property—Disposition of proceeds—Bonds re- 


quired of assignee. 

See. 9. And be it further enacted, That all sales, 
transfers and other conveyance of the assignee, of 
the bankrupt’s —— and rights of property, shall 
be made at such times and in such manner as shall 
be ordered and appointed by the court in bankruptcy; 
and all assets received by the assignee in money 


shall, within sixty days afterwards, be paid into ane 


the court, subject to its order respecting its future 
safe keeping and disposition; and the court may re- 
quire of such assignee a bond, with at least two 
sureties, in such sum as it may deem proper, condi- 
tioned for the due and faithful discharge of all his 
duties, and his compliance with the orders and di- 
rections of the court; which bond shall be taken in 
the name of the United States, and shall, if there be 
any breach thereof, be sued and sueable, under the 
order of such court, for the benefit of the creditors 





and other persons in interest. 


Prompt proceedings directed— Dividends of assets at least 
every six months—Notice thereof required—Suits at 
law not to postpone dividends—Proceedings to be closed 
in two years—Claims not proved in time. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in order to 
ensure a speedy settlement and close of the proceed- 
ings ineach case in bankruptcy, it shall be the duty 
of the court to order and direct a collectionof the as- 
sets, and a reduction of the same to money, andi a 
distribution thereof, at as early periods as practicable 
consistently with a due to the interests of the 
creditors: and a dividend and distribution of such as- 
sets as shall be collected and reduced to money, or 
so much thereof as can be safely so dis of, con- 
sistently with the rights and interests of third persons 
having adverse claims thereto, shall be made among 
the creditors who have proved their debts, as often as 
once in six months from the time of the decree de- 
claring the bankruptcy; notice of such dividends and 
distribution to be given in some newspaper or news- 
papers in the district, desi by the court, ten 
days at least before the order therefor is passed; and 
the pendency of any suit at law or in equity, by or 
against such third persons, shall not postpone such 
division and distribution, except so far as the assets 
may be necessary to satisfy the same; and all the 
proceedings in bankruptcy in each case shall, if prac- 
ticable, be finally adjusted, settled and bro ht to 
a close, by the court, within two years after the de- 
cree declaring the bankruptcy. And where any cre- 
ditor shall not have proved his debt until a dividend 
or distribution shall have been made and declared, he 
shall be entitled to be paid the same amount, pro rata, 
out of the remaining dividends or distributions there- 
after made, as the other creditors have already re- 
ceived, before the latter shall be entitled to any 
portion thereof. 

Assignee may by order of court, redeem mortgaged or hy- 
pothicated property— Compound doubtful claims, &c. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the assignee 

shall have full authority, by and under the order and 
direction of the proper court in bankruptcy, to re- 
deem and discharge any mortgage or other pledge, 
or deposit, or lien upon any property, real or _ 
‘sonal, whether payable in presenti or at a future day, 
| and to tender a due performance of the conditions 
| thereof. And such assignee shall also have authori- 
| ty, by and under the order and direction of the pro- 
per court in bankruptcy, to compound any debts, or 
other claims and securities, due or belonging to the 
estate of the bankrupt; but no such order or direc- 
tion shall be made until notice of the application is 
given in some public newspaper in the district, to be 
| designated by the court, ten days at least -before the 
hearing, so that all creditors and other persons in in- 
terest may appear and show cause, if any they have, 
at the hearing, why the order or direction should not 
be passed. 


A person once discharged, excepted from the benefit of ano- 
ther discharge—Unless, &§c. 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son who shall have been discharged under this act 
shall afterwards become bankrupt, he shall not again 
be entitled to a discharge under this act, unless his 
estate shall produce (after all charges), sufficient to 
pay every creditor seventy-five pex cent. on the 
amount of the debt which shall have been allowed to 
each creditor. 


Proceedings to be recorded—Office copy—Fees. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the pro- 
ceedings in all cases in bankruptcy shall be deemed 
matters of record; but that the same shall not be’re- 

uired to be recorded at large, but shall be carefully 
filed, kept and numbered in the office of the court, 
and a docket only, or short memorandum thereof, 
with the numbers, kept in a book by the clerk of the 
court; and the clerk of the court, for affixing his 
name and the seal of the court to any form, or cer- 
tifying a copy thereof, when required, thereto, shall 
be entitled to receive, as compensation, the sum of 
twenty-five cents, and no more. And no officer of 
the court, or commissioner, shall be allowed by the 
court more than one dollar for taking the proof of 
any debt or claim of any creditor or other person 
inst the estate of the bankrupt; but he may be 
allowed, in addition, his actual travel expenses for 
that purpose. 

Regulations in relation to partnerships. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That where two 
or more persons, who are partners in trade, become 
insolvent, an order may be made in the manner 
vided in this act, either on the petition of such part- 
ners, or any one of them, or on the petition of any 
creditor of the partners; upon which order all the 
joint stock and property of the company, and also 
all of the separate estate of each of the partners, 






































































































































6 NILES’ NATIONAL 








+ 


ss 
eke 


i ee 


REGISTER—SEPT. 4, 1841 DEBATE ON THE VETO. 


Py 3 





Gheatnad aedee 





: shall ball be taken, excepting such parts thereof as, are 
herein excepted; ard all the creditors of the compa- 
“ny, and the separate creditors of each partner, shall 
be allowed to prove their respective debts; and the 


‘assignees shalf also keep separate accounts of the 
joint stock or pro of the company, and of the 
~ Sepi estate of 1 member thereof; and after 
dedu out of the whole amount received by such 


assignee, ‘the whole of the expenses and dis 
‘ments paid by them, the nett proceeds of the joint 
stock bea iated to the creditors of 
Bless ppd id the nett icelia of the separate 
_his Separate creditors; and if there shall be any. 
‘lance of the separate estate of any partner, after the 
oo of his separate debts, such balance shall be 


ed to the joint stock, for the payment of the ms int 
price holon wy: there shall -be any balance of the 
join after °*payment of the joint debts, such | 


~ stock, a ! 

2 ‘shall: be divided and appropriated to and 

2 the separate estates of the several partners, 

ecor to their ive rights and interests 
#¢ in, and as it would:have been if the partnership 
een dissolved without any bankruptcy; and the 
so. priated. to the separate estate of each 
cpa, cate Em t of his se- 
Pesan and certificate of discharge shall 
pon sega remem to each partner, as the same 

‘of ought: to»be if the proceedings had been 
‘against him» alone under this act; ‘and in all other 
‘respects the proceedings against partners shall be 
conducted in the like manner as if they had been 

commenced and prosecuted against one person alone. 

Decrée'of bankruptcy and copy of order of appointments 

of assignees to be recited in all deeds for land sold by 
assignees—-Such deeds confirmed. 
‘Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That a copy of 
any decree of bankruptcy, and the appointment of 
ssigneeés, a8 directed by the third section of this act, 

‘shall be recited in every deed of lands, belonging to 

the bankrupt, sold and conveyed by any assignees 
under and by virtue of this-act; and that such recital, 

Ears with a certified copy of such order, shall be 

1 and complete evidence both of the bankruptcy 
and assignment therein recited, and supersede the 
necessity of any other proof of such b ptcy and 
assignment to validate the said deed; and all deeds 
containing such recital, and supported by such proof, 

‘shall be as effectual to pass the title of the bankrupt 
‘of; in, and to the lands therein mentioned and describ- 
ed to the haser, as fully, to all intents and pur- 

ies; as if made by such bankrupt himself immedi- 
ately before such order. 

District of Columbia and territory cases. 

Pe ttn And be_ it further enacted, That all juris- 
j dicti n, power and authority conferred upon and 
“vested in the district court of the United States by 

this act, ir cases of bankruptcy, are hereby con- 
ferred upon and vested in the circuit court of the 

United States for the District of Columbia, and in 

and.upon the supreme or superior courts of any 

of the. territories of the United States, in cases of 
bankruptcy, where the bankrupt resides in the said 

District of Columbia or in either of the said terri- 
tories. 


This act to take effect Ist February, 1842, 


ee: 17. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall take effect from and after the first day of Fe- 


‘ 


z 


i 
i 


bruary next. 
JOHN WHITE, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
SAM’L. L. SOUTHARD, 
President of the senate pro tempore. 


Approved, Aigust 19, 1841. 
1on) i JOHN TYLER. 


sala niet ee 
DEBATE ON THE VETO. 


SPEECH OF MR. RIVES, OF VIRGINIA. 


On the Executive message containing the president’s ob- 
jections to the bank bill, 


IN SENATE UNITED STATES, AUGUST 19, 1841. 


Mr. Rives, said he came prepared to give:a silent 
vote. on the bill, and he should have contented him- 
self with doing so, but for the observations which 
had fallen from the senator from Kentucky in re- 
spect to the conduct of the president of the United 
States. Mr. R. had hoped the senator would have 
‘eonfined himself strictly to the merits of the ques- 
tion before the senate. He told us, said Mr. R. that 
the question was this: whether, the president having 
yeturned the bill fora fiscal bank with his excep- 
‘tions thereto, the bill was such an one as ought to 





by’ the constitutional majority of two-thirds, and: 


is become a law of the land. Now, what was the 
‘yeu! issue before the senate? Was it not on the naked 
question between the bill and the objections to it, as 





by the president; and, part about two-third! 
oO 
r be appropriated to pay | pe : 


Ihe. onorable senator, after announcing to oad 


sue in this very pro 


manner, would have confined 


I = not have troubled the senate with a single 
ital a 


nator? I do not reproach him with it; he, no doubt, 


felt it necessary, in order to vindicate his own posi- 


j 


his h, however qualified by 1 age T of 
Fan kindness inl: Heepobt“welke taken up‘in a 
lemn arraignment of the president of the United 
States. Most of the allegations put forth by the se- 
nator seems to arrange themselves under the general 
charge°of perfidy—of faithlessness to his party and 


to the people. — 
_ The senator begins with the violation, by the pre- 
sident, of the ple iven in his inaugural address.: 


Now I must say, with all due deference, that the. 
very language quoted by the honorable senator to 
prove this, received, wherever I had any opportunity, 
of hearing the expressions of public opinion, a very- 
different construction. The president told the na- 
tion that he would give his sanction “to any consti- 
tutional measure” which might be devised by con- 
gress for the relief of the country on the subject of 
the currency. He does not say any measure, but to 
any ‘‘constitutional”’ measure. Why insert the word 
“constitutional” if he did not intend to qualify, in an 
important sense, the pledge given? But the senator 
finds, in the next clause of the inaugural address, an 
explanation of ‘the sense in which the word “‘consti- 
tutional” is here to be understood, viz: that “he 
should be governed by the sage views of the fathers 
of the republican school, and by the light of their 
ever-glorious example.”” The senator, in his com- 
mentary on this clause, seems to have stricken out 
as Significant and expressive, a portion of it as any 
of its other words, viz: that the president should be 
guided by “the sage views,” as well as the ever- 
glorious example of the republican fathers to whom 
he alludes. What were these sage views, as expressed 
in the purest days of the republic? The sage views 
of Mr. Madison in 1791—the unvarying opinions and 
testimony of Thomas Jefferson? He was to look to 
the ‘sage views” delivered by them, as well as to 
their example. And, on this point, I could not but 
remember what (if I have not been misinformed) 


stood in a relation of particular privity to a memo- 
rable act of another of the “farthers of the republi- 
can school,” when he gave his casting vote against 
a renewal of the bank charter. Was there nothing 
in the sage views and examples to instruct the pre- 
sident, in addition to the convictions of his own 
judgment. Who is the individual that by universal 
consent, is recognised as the founder of what the pre- 
sident refers'to as ‘‘the republican school?” It is 
Thomas Jefferson. For, however I concur with the 
senator from Kentucky in paying all homage to the 
unrivalled virtues and ever-glorious public. services 
of George Washington, I must be permitted to say 
that he has not generally been considered as belong- 
ing to that “‘republican”’ party to which the president 
alludes. 


We are told, however, of the example of Mr. Ma- 
dison, which, it is said, President Tyler must have 
had particularly in mind when he penned this pas- 
sage. I have already adverted to Mr. Madison’s 
views in relation to a national bank in 1791, views 
which never were retracted by him till 1815; but the 
senator tells us the president referred to his conduct 
in sanctioning by his signature the charter of these- 
cond bank of the United States, as that example by 
which he was himself to be governed. How does 
that example apply to the present case? Look at 
the letter written. by Mr. Madison to Mr, Ingersoll 
in explanation of that act, and let any candid man 
say what is the deduction fairly to be drawn from it: 
It is this: that Mr. Madison had changed his opinion. 
Not that he still believed a bank unconstitutional, 
and, so ‘believing, and signed the bill; but that his 
opinion as to its unconstitutionality had undergone a 
change; for, in the very first paragraph of that let- 
ter, he says that he considered “the constitutionality 
of the bank as sustained by the considerations” which 
he proceeds to detail. 1 refer the senator to the let- 
ter itself. But that is not all. Before we condemn 
President Tyler, under existing circumstances, for 
putting his negative on what he believesto be against 
the constitution he has sworn to support, let those 
circumstances be compared with the circumstances 
under which Mr. Madison acted» In tHe letter to 
Mr. Ingersoll, Mr. Madison says the obligatory 
foree of precedents in interpreting the constitution 
depends, among other things “on the “progpect which 
there may be of a change of construction by the pub- 





lic or its agents.” The constitutionality of a bank 


his observations to it alone; and, if he had done so, 
But what has been the course of the honorable se- |and I have ever been dis 


tion before the country, to inculpate the course taken | 


was the fact, viz: that the honorable senator himself 





had, at the time of Mr. Madison’s action upon it 
been annually recognised, as he says, for twenty 
years successively—the whole nation had acqui- 
esced in it; and there was no prospect of any change 
of opinion. I yield to no one in profound respect 
forthe principles and ,charaeter of Mr. Madison 





posed to make every allow. 
ance for the course he felt it his duty to fag 
mé read a sentence or two from his letter to Mr. [p- 
gersoll: 

_ “The act establishing a bank of the United States » 
says he, “‘had been carried into execution, through- 
out a period of twenty years, with annual legislative 
recognitions—in one instance, indeed, with a posi. 
tive ramification of it into a new state, with the ep- 
tire acquiescence of all the local authorities, as wel] 
as the nation at large; to all of which may be added 
a decreasing prospect of any change in the public 
opinion adverse to the constitutionality of such an 
institution.” 

Now, will any man pretend to assert that the same 
circumstances exist now? Has there been an annual 
recognition of the constitutionality of the bank for the 
last twenty years? Do the local authorities every 
where acquiesce in it? And is the opinion in favor 
of the constitutionality of a national bank so univer- 
sal and so confirmed that there is no prospect of any 
respectable body of public opinion being arrayed 
against it? No. The reverse of all this is true. Half 
the nation are arrayed against both its constitution- 
ality and its expediency; the local authorities in se- 
veral quarters are in open arms of remonstrance and 
threatened resistance against it. So far from there 
being no prospect of any change by the public or its agents 
in the construction which affirmed the constitutional- 
ity of a national bank, that construction has already, 
to a great extent, been reversed. These are the cir- 
cumstances under which President Tyler had to de- 
cide on his course of action—cireumstances, in every 
feature, strikingly contrasted with the cireumstances 
of Mr. Madison’s time. Therefore I say that if, in 
his inaugural, he had in view the example of Mr. Ma- 
dison, referred to by the senator from Kentucky, it 
formed no rule by which he was bound to surrender 
his solemn convictions as to the unconstitutionality 
of the bank. 


But the senator from Kentucky has told us that 
Mr. Jefferson, in various ways, recognized the con- 
stitutionality of a national bank; and, in illustration of 
this position, he tells us an anecdote, a passage of se- 
cret history, I know not on what authority, which I 
must say is but little in consonance with Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s life and opinions. It represents him, who never 
shrank from any responsibility, as willing to slink 
back under the fraudulent an 
held out by a perversion of the ten days’ provision, to 
screen himself from the duty of asserting those glo- 
rious principles which had been the ornament of a 
long life. Until the positive testimony of a responsi- 
ble and unimpeachable witness to the fact itself shal! 
be produced, I never can yield my belief to his being 
willing to stand by as a passive accessory to the vio- 
lation of the constitution. Where was the oecasion 
for his doing so? He was to go out of office in the 
month of March, 1809, and the bank charter would 
not expire till 1811; and the record. will show that, 
after that time, he renewed repeatediy, and in the 
most solemn form, the expression of his hostility to 
such an institution. I do not mean to cast the slight- 
est imputation on the statement of the honorable se- 
nator himself, so far as any knowledge of his own 1s 
concerned; but an anecdote of such a character, com- 
ing to him at second or third hand, and contradicted 
by the whole public life of Mr. Jefferson, he will par- 
don me for saying, does appear to my mind to be 
eminently apocryphal. But the senator permitted 
himself to refer to two public official acts of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, after his own refutal, many years ago, of the 
argument deduced from them; I mean his signing 2 
bill to establish a branch of the bank at New Orleans, 
and a bill to punish the counterfeiting of the bills of 


; the bank. Can I do better, in reply to this argument, 


than quote to the senator his own language? I know, 
indeed, his reluctance to have that speech referred 
to. (Mr: Cray. Notat all; not at all.) Iremem- 
ber the signal vengeance with which one of the sena- 
tors was visited who ventured to quote it, and I there- 
fore felt some delicacy in referring to it myself. 

In the able and eloquent speech made by the honor- 
able senator against the constitutionality of a nation- 
al bank, in 1811, he used the following language: _ 

“Gentlemen contend that the construction which 
they give to the constitution has been acquiesced in 
by all parties and under all administrations; and they 
rely particuarly on an act which passed in 1804 poe 
extending a branch to New Orleans, and another act 
of 1807 for punishing those who should forge or oe 
forged paper of the bank. With regard to the aoe 
law, passed no doubt upon the recommendation © 
the treasury department, I would remark that it wa 
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the extension of a branch to a territory, over which 
c possesses power of legislation almost uncon- 
olla: + and where, without any constitutional impedi- 
ment, charters of incorporation may be granted.” 

There is the answer—the triumphant, the’ conclu- 
sive answer. — bran oles to’ nero ave as 
territory, where the constitution ‘expressly gives t 
congress a general ae Oe authority. 
This bill, onthe contrary, contemplates the establish- 
‘ment’of branches within the limits of sovereign states, 
in regard to which congress has none but specific 
powers, formally‘enumerated and defined. As to the 
other bill, to punish counterfeiters of the bank paper 
what did the honorable senator also tell us in 1811? 
These are his words: | | 

“As to the other act, it was passed no less for the 
beriefit of the community than the bank—to protect 
‘the ignorant and unweary from counterfeit paper, 
purporting to have’ been emitted by the bank. When 
-gentlemen are claiming the advantage supposed to be 
‘deducible from acquiescetice, let me inquire what 
‘they would have had those to’ have done who believed 
the establishment of the bank an éncréachment upon 
state rights? Were they to have resisted, and how? 
By force?” 

The honorable senator then ‘proceeds to bear the 
following testimony, aS an actor in the scene, to the 
we upon which both of those laws were pass- 
ed: 


“The acts of 1804 and 1807, relied on as pledges 
for rechartering this company, passed not only with- 
out any discussion whatever of the constitutional 
power of of congress to establish a bank, but, I ven- 
ture to say, without a single member having had his 
attention drawn to this ‘question. I had the honor of 
a seat in the senate when the latter law passed, and 
probably voted for it; and I declare with the utmost 
sincerity, that I never once thought of that point, and 
I appeal confidently to every honorable member who 
was then present to say if that was not his situation.” 

The senator himself thus furnishes the true expla- 
nation of the considerations on which those acts were 
passed—an explanation the benefit of which he must 
in justice extend to Mr. Jefferson, while he claims it 
for himself, and has so dis of his own argument. 

I hold, therefore, that, if President Tyler had re- 
spect either to the “‘sage views” or the “ever-glorious 
example” of the “fathers of the great republican 
school,” he never could have brought his mind to the 
conclusion that he was in duty bound to give his offi- 
— signature and approval to such a bill as we sent 

im. 


I beg leave to refer the honorable senator from 
Kentucky to another passage in the inaugural address 
of President Tyler, which ‘he seems to have wholly 
overlooked, and which plainly intimates, as it ap- 
pears to me, the determination of the president to 
make the constitution, in his own conscientious in- 
terpretation of it, the sole rule of his conduct. In 
the opening of that address he makes the following 
impressive reference to the solemn obligation he had 
taken upon himself in assuming the office of chief 
magistrate: ‘‘My earnest prayer,” says he, “shall be 
to carry out understandingly the principles of that 
constitution which I have sworn to ‘protect, preserve 
and defend.’”” Why this emphatic reference to the 
constitution of his country, in connexion with the 
solemn sanction of his oath of office. If he did not 
intend to make it, under all circumstances, the pri- 
mary and unbending rule of his official conduct? In 
the closing part of the same address he repeats, in 
the following language, a just admonition against the 
exercise of any power not clearly granted by the 
constitution. 

“Those (said he) who are charged with the ad- 
ministration of the government, should carefully ab- 
stain from all attempts to enlarge the range of powers 
thus granted to the several departments, other than 
by an appeal to the people for additional grants, lest by 
so doing they disturb that balance which the patriots 
and’statesmen, who framed the constitution, designed 
to establish between the federal government and the 
states composing the union.” 

Surely, with language like this upon his lips, and 
sentiments such as these in his heart, the president 
could not be justly expected to sign a bill which in 
his conscience he believed, and had so repeatedly 
and solemnly declared, to be contrary to the con- 
stitution of his country. 

There being then, nothing in the opinions of the 
fathers and founders of the republican school to in- 
duce President Tyler, as a consistent disciple of 
that school for twenty-five years past, and one who 
had over and over expressed his conviction of the 
unconstitutionality of a bank of the United States, 
to change that opinion, what course but that which 
he has pursued was left to him when the bill for 
such a bank was presented for his approval? 

_ The senator from Kentucky tells us that the opi- 
nion of the individual nominated, by the patriotic 


‘fact. 





‘and enlightened convention which ‘assembled at Har- 


risburg, as a candidate for the vice Lake on 
this great and important subject, were but little 
thought of. : 

r. Cray. The senator has stated this very dif- 
ferently from the manner in which I stated the 
at I said was, that the president thought 
his opinions more extensively known than they ac- 
tu were, and that the less consequence was 
attached to them where they were khown, because 


he was the candidate for the second office only. ] 


I acquiesée in the senator’s explanation. But was 
not this a most extraordinary state of things? And 


?| did it’not, if it were'so, bespeak on the part of that 


convention a signal instance of recklessness and 
want’ of consideration? The , he says, were 


‘intent on the one great object of an old fashioned 


bank of the United States, and they knew that a bill 
chartering such a bank might be dependent for its 


fate on the casting vote ‘of the vice president in this 


body, (as it was when it was negatived by the po- 
tential voice of George Clinton). Surely it would 
have evinced a most extraordinary want of fore- 
sight, when such issues were depending, to select a 
candidate ‘for that chair without the most careful 
inquiry into his constitutional opinions. Was John 
Tyler-so insignificant a character that they knew 
nothing of his past history? Where is the man, 
whether member or spectator, within these walls, 
to whom his political principles and character were 
not more or less familiar? If there is any one thing 
which has distinguished him above allother traits in 
his character, it is his undeviating adherence to the 
school of strict construction and state rights. Who 
has forgotten when he stood proudly on this floor in 
a' minority of one (on the occasion of the revenue 
collection bill in 1833), in vindication of what he 
deemed a vital doctrine of that school? 

Who was ignorant of the part which had been as- 
signed him by the senate, as a well known but ho- 
norable and high minded opponent of the late Bank of 
the United States on constitutional grounds, to con- 
duct an investigation of the proceedings and affairs 
of that institution? One would think that if gentle- 
men acted under a due sense of their responsibility 
to a great and patriotic party, and if they attached 
a grave im ce to the establishment of a national 
bank, they would of course take care to select as 
their candidate for the vice pagan 8. | one on whose 
decision they could'rely. How was it in regard to 
General Harrison himself, the candidate selected for 
the presidency? Was he a bank man? Was he 
identified with a national bank? Not at all. He, on 
the contrary, expressly disclaimed it. He repelled 
the imputation as a political slander, and defied those 
who made it to the proof. If that had been the true 
issue at Harrisburg, all will concur with me when 
I say (and it gives me pleasure to pay a merited tri- 
bute to the high character of the gentleman from 
Kentucky) that he himself, and he only, would have 
been thought of as the candidate for the presidency. 
On the contrary, it was because his party were un- 
willing to make that the issue before the people in the 
presidential election, that the honorable and distin- 
guished senator from Kentucky did not obtain that 
civic crown which he so well deseryed, as the re- 
ward of a life devoted to what he considers the true 
interest and glory of his country. But the issue was 
avoided as hazardous. 


Let me go a little more into detail as to the opi- 
nions of General Harrison. Whatwas his course in 
the other house of congress, in 1819, when he and 
President Tyler were gallant compeers in the first 
war with the Bank of the United States? He went 
even further than the president did in his opposition 
to the bank. John Tyler, in conformity with those 
conservative principles (1 use the term in its broad 
and general sense) which form a part of the political 
education of every Virginian, was unwilling to re- 
voke a solemn charter, once granted; but General 
Harrison, brought up as he had been in the bolder 
and freer school of the west, was for a summary act, 
annulling the charter of the bank. To this vote he 
himself referred, as showing that he was no “‘bank”’ 
or “federal” candidate (to use his own words) for 
the presidential office. In 1822, in a published ad- 
dress to the people of his district, he openly and 
distincly avowed his mo to a bank. He there 

roclaimed himself to be a disciple of the republican 
school of 1798, and explicitly declared his opinion 
that the Bank of the United States had been esta- 
blished in violation to the constitution of the United 
States. In his letter of 1836, to Mr. Sherrod Wil- 
liams, a distinguished member of congress from the 
senator’s own state, he said he would not give his 
sanction to a bank of the United .States, unless, by 
the failure of all other expedients, it shonld be de- 
monstrated to be necessary to carry on the operations 
of government, and unless there shouldbe a general 
and unequivocal manifestation of the will of the na- 





tion in favor of such an institution; and then ouly as 
a fiscal, and not’ as a commercial bank. 

Iam reluctant, Mr. President, to refer to any thing 
that I may have said or done in the common cause 
during the late contest, but I may be permitted to 
say a ae one, With an honest ged mpd the 
truth of the statement, and founding myself upon 
authentic declarations of General Ha yy himeclf, 
did, in a published ‘address to my fellow citizéns, re- 
present his personal and leaning mes to' be de- 
cidedly against a bank of the Ui States. Certain 
it is that hundreds and thousands of our countryni 
voted for him without the least reference to a bank. 
The issue of bank or no banks was not made in the 
presidential election. In the mind of the honorable 
senator, no doubt, it was a prominent isstie; but it 
was an issue his friends never ventured to to 
the country. General Harrison, in the latest ex- 
ge of his opinions in the presidential canvas, (in 
his Dayton speech,) said that there was no grant in 
the constitution of power to create a national bank, 
and “it could never be constitutional save in the 
event that the powers granted to e ;' could not 
be carried into effect without such an ‘institution.” 
That dura nesessitas must be clearly shown, or the 
power to charter a bank did not exist. Yet we are 
now told that John Tyler, by accepting the nomina- 
tion of the convention as their candidate for the 
vice presidency, although his opinions against a na- 
tional bank had been fully and repeatedly proclaimed, 
and were borne on the most familiar records of the 
national history, incurred an unqualified obligation 
to sign a bill for a bank of the United States in the 
contmgency which has made him, in the place of the 
lamented Harrison, president of the United States. 

I am firmly impressed with the belief, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that if General Harrison were now living, and 
in the same circumstances that surrotind President 
Tyler, he would, like him, never yield his sanction 
to the establishment of branches of such a corpora- 
tion as this bill proposes within the limits of the se- 
veral states, without their free and- unshackled ‘as- 
sent. In his letter to Sherrod Williams he says 
(adopting the language of Gen. Jackson on a smilar 
occasion) that he believed a “bank of the United 
States, competent to all the duties which may be re- 
quired by the government, might be so organized as 
not to infringe on our delegated powers or the re- 
served rights of the states;” and if after the example of 
the honorable senator from Kentucky, f may be per- 
mitted to allude to a passage of the secret political 
history of the times, I will state that [ have been in- 
formed that the assent of the states to branches within 
their limits was a favorite and fundamental idea with 
him in the organization of such an institution. . This 
information, at least, has been communicated to me 
by gentlemen who stood in relations of the most inti- 
mate confidence with Gen. Harrison, one of whom 
was a member of the committee who came to this 
city to perform the melancholy duty of attending the 
remains of the deceased president to their final rest- 
ing place at North Bend. 


I think it abundantly demonstrated that there was 
no such issue as bank or no bank presented to the 
nation in the late presidential election. And even if 
it was otherwise, the *vell-known opinions of Mr. 
Tyler as candidate for the vice presidency being not 
only not unrecanted, but, on the coutrary, reaffirmed, 
he at least was under no pledge, expressed or impli- 
ed, to give his sanction to an institution which he 
lieved to be unconstitutional. The question has been 
raised here whether he will sanction any organiza- 
tion in the nature of a bank to conduct the fiscal af- 
fairs of the government? I have no means of infor- 
mation on this subject which are not common to other 
gentlemen. From the terms of the executive mes- 
sage I collect that, if some fiscal agency can be or- 
ganized which, while its primary object is to conduct 
the financial operations of the government, would in- 
cidentally aid in regulating the exchanges and cur- 
rency of the country, without infringing on the so- 
vereignty and reserved rights of ‘hs states, he wotild 
deem such an institution legitimate and constitu- 
tional. Such an institution, L infer from the mes- 
sage, would, in his view, be a different thing from 
the former money lending, trading, speculating. ic 
jobbing bank of the United States, rulin riqing 
over the institutions and sovereignty of the states. 

The senator from Kentucky infers, from the meés- 
sage, that President Tyler would not have sanctioned 
the bill had it been in a modified and restricted form, 
so as even to require the assent of the states. 

{Mr. Cray said he must here again interpose.. He 
felt very sure the honorable sénator did not intend to 
misstate any thing he had said. He diq not say what 
the president would or would not do with regard toa 
os ae = Ta mere rer’ of ing in ex- 
change. He thought that, in respect to such a 
bank, he would not have required the previous assent 
of the states, as the senator now said he would. But 
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what he had said was, that it must be manifest from 
the message that the president would have vetoed 
such a as was reported by the secretary of the 


treasury.] 

Mr. R. resumed. I am not authorised to say what 
the president would or would not have done in a hy- 

thetical case, which has not occurred, and is not 
ikely to occur. I conclude from the language of the 
message, that, whether in reference to an exchange 
bank or a bank of discount, if it were intended to be 
pushed beyond a mere fiscal agency, and was to deal 
in exchanges generally by an extended operation, 
through branches in the states, he would held the as- 
sent of the states to be necessary. I wish it, how- 
ever, to be distinctly understood that I do not say 
_ this by authority of the president.. It is not necessa- 
ry-at this time to discuss the question what would or 
would not satisfy the views expressed by him. But 
the senator from Kentucky, by way of picturing to 
us, in bolder relief, the rebellious contumacy of the 
president, says that his veto of this bank bill is 
against the general sense of the country, against the 
will of congress, and against the unanimous senti- 
ment of the cabinet. 

[Mr. Cray. Iam the last person to suppose the 
senator purposes to misrepresent me; but he will 
recollect that, in speaking on that subject, I used the 
most guarded language. Three or four times I re- 
peated that I spoke only according to the voice of 
rumor when I stated that the veto was against the 
unanimous opinion of the cabinet. ] 

Mr. R. The senator most certainly did refer to 
the unanimous opinion of the president’s cabinet. 

{[Mr. Cray. ‘To rumor, as stating it was unani- 
mous. } 

Mr. R. Torumor, then. Itisimmaterialin what 
form he stated it. Observant as that senator usually 
is of the delicacy due to the official relations of the 
chief magistrate, did he think, when he represented, 
even on the authority of rymor, that the cabinet were 
unanimously opposed in sentiment to a high official 
act of the president, that the chief magistrate, whom 
the constitution makes responsible for all the acts of 
the executive department, should be overruled and 
controlled in his high and responsible functions by 
officers of his own appointment, virtually irresponsi- 
ble to the people but through him? Did he suppose 
that officers, intended by the constitution as aids to 
the president, and subordinate to him, were to re- 
verse that relation, and erect themselves into dicta- 
tors to the president? I am persuaded that those 
gentlemen themselves would be the last to assert any 
such pretension. But as the question has arisen, I 
will for one say that the president, in our system, 
being alone responsible for his official conduct, and 
in a peculiar and emphatic manner for the exercise 
of the veto power, can legitimately acknowledge no 
control in those high functions but that of his con- 
science. 

The senator must be persuaded that nothing is 
further from my intention than to misrepresent his 
sentiments; but the justice I feel due to a high offi- 
cer, who has discharged, as President Tyler has 
done, a solemn and deeply responsible obligation to 
the constitution and to his country, demands that he 
should be shielded from the insinuation of having 
acted in any manner in violation of the claims of 
good faith to those who raised him, by their voices, 
to his elevated station. 

The senator intimated that when offering his last 
amendment to the bill, as a compromise, he believed 
that that amendment would be acceptable here and 
elsewhere—to the president as well as his friends. I 
do not know whence the honorable senator derived 
such an impression. 


[Mr. Cray. The senator again mistakes my lan- 
guage. I said that I did not know whether’ the 
amendment would be acceptable or not; but that I 
hoped it would prove acceptable not only here, but 
elsewhere. | 

I have only to say, then, said Mr. R. that I can see 
no adequate foundation for such a hope in any of the 
public proceedings connected with this bill. 

Let me now give the history of the affair, as it ap- 

ars in documentary evidence. Was it not well 
understood at the commencement of our session that 


there were serious constitutional difficulties in the | 


executive department in regard to an old fashioned 
bank of the United States? Were not these difficul- 
ties plainly referred to in the report of the secretary 
of the treasury? And did not the honorable senator 
himself call a that officer for the details of a plan 
which should be free from constitutional difficulties? 
And was it not understood that the plan submitted in 
answer to that call contained the ultimatum of the 


president, after a full consultation with his official | 


advisers? And what was ile sine qua non in that 
plan? Was it not the unqualified previous assent of 
the states to branches within their limits? But the 
senator will not, | am sure, contend that his compro- | 


mise amendment (so called) did provide for an un- 
qualified previous assent of the states. 
The senator complains of the manner in which the 
a has expressed himself in the message.— 
atever, in some ay 2 of that paper, may seem 
to the honorable senator from Kentucky as harsh, or, 
at least, too energetic, nothing, I am sure, was fur- 
ther from the mind of the president than to use lan- 
guage which might seem wanting in respect to this 
body, or any member of it. He knows too well the 
high and dignified courtesy which should preside 
over the relations of the co-ordinate departments of 
the government to indulge, for a moment, any feel- 
ing inconsistent with that courtesy. If, in the force 
and earnestness of his convictions, he has used lan- 
guage of corresponding energy, it must be set down 
to that aecount alone, and may plead some indul- 
gence from the example of the honorable senator, in 
whose bold and commahding eloquence words are 
wont to bear the impress of his own fervid concep- 
tions. 


I have a few words now to say as to the alterna- 
tives which the senator tells us the president ought 
to have embraced rather than to have returned this 
bill with objections. The first of these alternatives 
was to suffer the bill, unsigned, to become a law af- 
ter the lapse of ten days, as provided in the constitu- 
tion. And what would this be but an ignominious 
retreat from duty, instead of manfully and boldly 
meeting the responsibility of his high station? With 
all respect for the honorable and distinguished sena- 
tor, I will say that he himself is the last, the very 
last man to practice what he preaches. Let him 
point us to a single circumstance in his own “‘glorious 
example” which would sanction any thing like a 
skulking from duty. Never, never. What are the 
principles on which the constitution is founded? Is 
not the executive department co-ordinate with the 
legislative, and intended to check, when occasion re- 
quires, an improper exercise of the legislative autho- 
rity? The constitution supposes that such an exer- 
cise of the legislative power may sometimes happen. 
It takes it for granted that congress may, in an un- 
guarded moment, invade the rights of the states, or 
commit other violations of the instrument which de- 
fines its powers. Hence it places in the hand of the 
president the veto power, that he may stand in the 
breach, and, in the language of his official oath, de- 
fend and preserve and protect the constitution. J am 
proud to say for the president that such an alterna- 
tive as letting the bill become a law by the lapse of 
the ten days, however it may have presented itself to 
the imagination of the honorable senator, never once 
entered the mind of the president. I trust never to 
see a native of that proud old commonwealth, which 
claims the senator from Kentucky himself as one of 
the noblest of her sons, fly to such a refuge. 

But the senator refers us to another alternative 
within the power of the president, viz: the resigna- 
tion of his office; and he adverts to an example in the 
president’s own history where he once resigned his 
seat in this body rather than obey instructions by 
giving a vote which he deemed to be a violation of 
the constitution. I ask, in what circumstances did 
Mr. Tyler stand at that time? The legislature of 
Virginia, which gave the instructions, were, under 
the constitution, the constituents of the senator. He 
is responsible to them, and, according to the univer- 
sally received doctrine in Virginia, he was bound to 
obey or resign. But, I ask, does the congress of the 
Uniied States stand in that relation to the president? 
Is the president of the United States the representa- 
tive of congress? He derives his authority from the 
sovereign people and the states, just as do the mem- 
bers of either house of congress. They are both re- 
rise alike of the people of the United States. 

ill the senator say that the executive is to be sub- 
servient to the legislative department of government? 
We have heard much of executive dictation, how- 
ever little we have seen of it, since the inauguration 
of the present chief magistrate; yet, if the doctrine 
of the senator from Kentucky is to prevail, there will 
spring up a standing legislative dictation and supre- 
macy. No, sir, no. The president never was meant 
to be the. mere tool of legislative will. 

[Mr. Cray here interposed. I am very sure the 
honorable senator cannot intend to present an erro- 
neous statement of my remarks; yet he is under a 
great misapprehension of them. I did not say the 
resident ought to resign. I said that there were be- 
ore him two other alternatives besides the veto. I 
said that when his constituency in Virginia required 
him to give a vote which was in his view, incompa- 
tible with the constitution, sooner than comply with 
such a requisition he resigned his seat; that, now, his 
constituency were the people of the United States, 
and he had good evidence. that it was their opinion 





he ought to sign such a bill, and he could not de it; 
then, if he resigned, rather than disobey the por 
of one state, he ought, upon his own principle, yet 








more readily, to resign rather than disobey the ‘a 
ple of twenty-six states. ] 


Mr. Rives. The argument of the senator, as he 
now puts it, begs the question. In the case of the |e. 
gislature of Virginia and Mr. Tyler, as a senator, the 
instructions came from the true constituent body—the 
legislature of the state. But where are the instryo. 
tions in this case from the constituents of the presi- 
dent? Will the senator tell me that the two houses 
of congress are the constituents of the president, to 
whom he is responsible? 

Mr. Cray. No, no; certainly not. ] 

ell, then, if the president’s constituents are the 
whole people of the United States, to make a case 
analogous to the instructions of a state legislature to 
a senator chosen by them, the instructions tothe pre- 
sident must come from the original source of power 
(the people by whom he is chosen), and not from the 
representatives of that power in congress. Congress 
may erroneously represent the wishes of the people. 
The people themselves, and they alone, are the con- 
stituents of the president. When Mr. Madison, in 
1815, vetoed a bank bill which had passed congress 
by a vote of three to one, was he to consider himself 
as instructed by the representatives of the people in 
congress, and, if he could not comply with their 
wishes, was he bound to resign? His very last act 
was a veto. It was his veto of the bonus bill for in- 
ternal improvements—a bill that was carried by Mr. 
Madison’s own political friends. Yet, in disregard 
of the rule now set up that a president is bound to 
obey the behests of the party which put him into 
power, Mr. Madison vetoed the bill. He ought, ac- 
cording to the modern: doctrine, rather to have re- 
signed his high office, with all its solemn responsibi- 
lities. Mr. Madison was of all men the most mild, 
moderate and self-denying in the exercise of power, 
and yet he did not hesitate to apply the corrective of 
the veto in half a dozen instances during his admi- 
nistration, and that, in several cases, when there 
were most imposing majorities of congress in favor 
of the measures he returned tothem with objections. 
General Harrison, under whose banner we all raili- 
ed in the late political contest, declared himself that 
the veto was the conservative power of the constitu- 
tion provided for three cases: first, where there was 
a violation of the constitution; second, where the 
rights of the states are invaded; and, third, where le- 
gislation has been hasty, and without due delibera- 
tion. All these three considerations unite in the case 
of the present bill. In the president’s view, it vio- 
lates the constitution, it disregards the rights of the 
states, and it has been passed without allowing time 
for a sufficient manifestation of the popular will.— 
But I go further; I ask, has the bill received the 
sanction even of a majority of the representatives in 
congress on that characteristic feature of the bill 
which the president complains of? I say that, so far 
as that particular clause—the distinguishing one of 
the measure—is concerned, the bill was passed by a 
minority of the whole number of members of either 
house. Now, if other presidents have been sustain- 
ed in rejecting measures which passed by indisputa- 
ble and overwhelming majorities, shall President 
Tyler be condemned for vetoing a bill which has not 
even the approbation of a majority of either house 
of congress? 

I trust I have shown that there is no ground for 
imputation or complaint againt the president in the 
high constitutional duty he has performed. The se- 
nator from Kentucky thinks the president looked too 
much into his own heart in that case; but where else 
can an honest and conscientious man look for guid- 
ance in the discharge of duty. That good and gracious 
Being in whose name he assumed the solem responsi- 
bilities of his office having given him that internal 
monitor for his guidance, what other was he to con- 
sult? The president, under a deep sense of his re- 
sponsibility to the country in all her great interests 
and hopes—constitutional, political, moral, econo- 
mical—has preferred to act a painful and unwelcome 
part rather than betray his duty to the constitution, 
which he had sworn to “preserve, protect and de- 
fend.” Never were the motives of a public servant, 
in my humble judgment more worthy of indulgence 
and respect. With this conviction rooted in my mind, 
I, for one, can never consent to hear his conduct 1m- 
pugned without raising my poor voice in his defence. 

The senator from Kentucky—with no small dra- 
matic effect—applying the language of the president, 
in relation to his own case, td the dissimilar one of 
Mr. Madison, asked if James Madison, by signing 
the bank bill of 1816, had forfeited the respect of all 
virtuous men? It is sufficient to say as | have al- 
ready shown, that the circumstances under whic! 
Mr. Madison acted, whether reference be had to his 
personal opinions or the public opinon of the times, 
were entirely different; and the language of the a 
sident, therefore, quoted by the senator from oe 
tucky, cannot, by any violence of implication, 5° 
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considered as casting the slightest censure on that 
yenerable and venerated name. 

I beg leave to be indulged with a word or two as 
to the course it now devolves upon us to take, The 
senator from Kentuckysays he hopes we shall go on 
and perfect a new bank bill. While I avow myself 
willing, if such a bill shall be presented as my judg- 
ment can approve, to give it my support, I must be 
permitted to say that, in my opinion, we shall better 
consult our duty to the country and the subject if 
we do not attempt a second bill at this time. Itisa 
great, a difficult, a complex question. It is a ques- 
tion on which the country is more divided probabl 
than on any other; especially as to the form whic 
a bank shell assume. I may conclude, if you please, 
that there is a majority in the country in favor of a 
fiscal institution of some kind, and which shall ren- 
der some incidental assistence to the currency and 
the exchanges of the country; yet, as to the form of 
the institution, its powers, its capital and all its de- 
tails, men are more divided in opinion than about 
any thing else. No project has as yet received the 
support of a majority either of congress or of the 

eople. The presses even which support the honora- 
ble senator do themselves now say of his bill that it 
would have been inoperative and its loss is no cala- 
mity to the country. Shall we, then, when we are 
all worn out, in mind and body, by our unnatural 
labors in these dogdays, be called upon to make yet 
another disastrous experiment? I say to this side of 
the house, and I would say to the other side, (if I 
could be permitted to do so without treason to par- 
ty), shall we, at this moment, with all the evidences 
of extensive dissidence as to such a measure before 
us, rush on blindfold, and in triple hast seek to get 
up another crude scheme for the tinances of the coun- 
try? I would respectfully say, no. If prudence is to 
have any thing to do in guiding our councils, | would 
say again, no. Mr. Gallatin, in his late admirable 

amphlet on the currency, says, most truly, that a 
bank of the U. States, from its intrinsic unpopularity 
and liability to abuse, is a subject which, above all 
others ought to be acted on “‘with great caution and 
due deliberation.” Mr. Appleton, too, than whom 
no man has evinced a greater acquaintance with the 
whole subject, tells us that ‘the establishment of a 
bank of the United States is the last thing to be done 
in haste, or as a mere party measure.” | never will 
agree to act upon any measures touching the great 
and vital interests of the country as a party measure. 
We are entitled to the joint wisdom of the whole 
people, and every part of them, in adjusting this great 
common interest. Let us, then, for the present pass 
the subject by. One bill has been rejected by the 
president, and has failed to command the approba- 
tion of a majority of either house of congress. Many 
whigs are, to my certain knowledge, at this moment 
heartily rejoicing in the defeat of that measure. I 
have in my pocket a letter from an eminent whig 
financier congratulating the country on the loss of 
the bill. We have done much in repealing the sub- 
treasury. 

We have thus taken an obstacle out of the way of 
the resumption of specie payments; for it has been 
most truly said that that system wreaked its ven- 
geance only on specie paying banks, while to those 
which did not pay specie its requirement of bullion 
was a matter of indiflerence. Where is the gentle- 
man who will not admit that the incorporation of a 
national bank will, for the time, operate as an ob- 
stacle to resumption? On that point, I refer gentle- 
men again to the able pamphlet of Mr. Appleton. I 
would prefer, indeed, that some temporary act be 
passed limiting the discretion now left to the execu- 
tive in relation to the custody and management of 
the revenue. But, if we cannot agree even on that, 
let the question be adjourned—let us take time for 
deliberation—for reflection—for comparison of views. 
Let us call in the aid of practical men. Let us not 
attempt to arrange in haste the details of such an in- 
stitution on mere theoretical or party principles; but 
let us build up, with cautious deliberation, a system 
which will stand the test of scrutiny and time, and 
be worthy of the administration and the country. All 

previous systems have been rejected and condemn- 
ed—the sub-treasury—the pet banks—an old-fashion- 
ed bank of the United States—a new fashioned fiscal 
agent. We have before us a complete tabula rasa— 
appealing emphatically to all parties to lay down, so 
far as this question is concerned, former preposses- 
sions On the altar of the country, and to unite in an 


system for the common good. 


MR. CLAY’S REJOINDER. 





Mr. Cray rose in rejoinder. I have no desire, said 
he, to prolong this unpleasant discussion, but J must 


preceded it. That gentleman stands in a peculiar 
situation. I found him several years ago in the halj- 
way house, where he seems afraid to remain, and from 
which he is yet unwilling to go. I had thought, af- 
ter the thorough riddling which the roof of the house 
had received in the breaking up of the pet bank sys- 
tem, he would have fled some where else for refuge; 
but there he still stands, solitary and alone, shivering 
and pelted by the pitiless storm. The sub-treasury 
is repealed—the pet bank system is abandoned—the 
United States bank bill is vetoed—and now, when 
there is as complete and perfect a re-union of the 
purse and the sword in the hands of the executive as 
ever there was under General Jackson or Mr. Van 
Buren, the senator is for doing nothing! The senator 
is for going home, leaving the treasury and the 
country in their lawless condition! Yet no man has 
heretofore, more than he has, deplored and deprecat- 
ed a state of things so utterly unsafe and repugnant 
to all just precautions, indicated alike by sound 
theory and experience in free governments. And the 
senator talks to us about applying to the wisdom of 
practical men, in respect to banking, and advises 
further deliberation! Why I should suppose that we 
are at present in the very best situation to act upon 
the subject. Besides the many painful years we have 
had for deliberation, we have been near three months 
almost exclusively engrossed with the very subject 
itself. We have heard all manner of facts, state- 
ments, and arguments in any way connected with it. 
We understand, it seems to me, all we ever can learn 
or comprehend about a national bank. And we have, 
at least, some conception too of what sort of one will 
be acceptable at the other end of the avenue. Yet 
now, with a vast majority of the people of the entire 
country crying out to us for a bank—with the people 
throughout the whole valley of the Mississippi rising 
in their majesty, and demanding it as indispensable 
to their well being, and pointing to their losses, their 
sacrifices, and their sufferings for the want of such 
an institution—in such a state of things, we are 
gravely and coldly told by the honorable senator from 
Virginia, that we had best go home, leaving the purse 
and the sword in the uncontrolled possession of the 
president, and, above all things, never to make a 
party bank! Why, sir, does he, with all his know- 
ledge of the conflicting opinions which prevail here, 
and have prevailed, believe that we ever can make 
a bank but by the votesof one party who are in favor 
of it, in opposition to the votes of another party 
against it? I depreeate this expression of opinion 
from that gentleman the more, because, although the 
honorable senator professes not to know the opinions 
of the president, it certainly does turn out in the se- 
quel that there is a most remarkable coincidence be- 
tween those opinions and his own; and he has, on the 
present occasion, defended the motives and the course 
of the president with all the solicitude and all the 
fervent zeal of a member of his privy council. [A 
laugh.] There is arumor abroad that a cabal exists 
—a new sortof kitchen cabinet—whose object is the 
dissolution of the regular cabinet—the dissolution of 
the whig party—the dispersion of congress, without 
accomplishing any of the great purposes of the extra 
session—and a total change, in fact, in the whole face 
of our political affairs. I hope, and I persuade my- 
self, that the honorable senator is not, cannot be, one 
of the component members of such a cabal; but I 
must say that there has been displayed by the honor- 
able senator to-day, a pre-disposition, astonishing and 
inexplicable, to misconceive almost all of what I 


rections, in misunderstanding—for [ will not charge 


—the whole spirit and character of the address which 


bound in duty to make to this body. 


president with ‘‘perfidy!”’ 
guage? I appeal to every gentleman who heard me 


ship of twenty years standing, and while I expressl 


have said, and nie he hans after repeated cor-| and unbending intrepidity. 


as a man of honor and as a senator, I felt myself | alarm a soul not easily swayed 


to say whether I have in a single instance gone be-|compare with other men. 
yond a fair and legitimate examination of the execu- | courage which, | frankly confess it, I do not possess 
tive objections tothe bill. Yet he has charged me with |—a boldness to which I dare not aspire—a valor 
“arraigning” the president, with indicting him with | which I cannot covet. 
various counts, and with imputing to him motives | the way of the welfare and happiness of my country. 
such Ias never even intimated or dreamed, and that, | That I cannot, I have not the courage to do. 
when I was constantly expressing, over and over, my | not interpose the power with which I may be invest- 
personal respect and regard for President Tyler, for |ed—a power conferred not for my personal benefit 
whom I have cherished an intimate personal friend-|nor for my aggrandizement, but for my country’s 


can Lhave other than the success, the triumph, the 
glory of the whig party? But that there may be de- 
signs and purposes on the part of certain other in- 
dividuals to place me in inimical relations with the 
president, and to represent me as personally opposed 
to him, I can well imagine—individuals who are 
beating up for recruits, and endeavoring to form a 
third party with materials so scanty as to be wholl 
insufficient to compose a decent corporal’s guard. 
fear there are such individuals, though I do not 
charge the senator as being himself one of them. 
What a spectacle has been presented to this nation 
during this entire session of congress! That of the 
cherished and confidential friends of John Tyler, per- 
sons who boast and claim to be, par excellence, his 
exclusive and genuine friends, being the bitter, sys- 
tematic, determined, uncompromising opponents of 
every leadmg measure of John Tyler’s administra- 
tion! Was there ever before such an example pre- 
sented, in this or any other age, in this or any other 
country? I have myself known the president too long, 
and cherish towards him too sincere a friendship, to 
allow my feelings to be affected or alienated by any 
thing which has passed here to-day. Ifthe president 
chooses—which I am sure he cannot, unless false- 
hood has been whispered into his ears or poison 
poured into his heart—to detach himself from me, I 
shall deeply regret it, for the sake of our common 
friendship and our common country. I now repeat 
what I before said, that, of all the measures of re- 
lief which the American people have called upon us 
for, that of a national bank and asound and uniform 
currency has been the most loudly and importunately 
demanded. The senator says that the question of a 
bank was notthe issue made before the people at the 
late election. 1 can say, for one, my own conviction 
is diametrically the contrary. What may have been 
the character of the canvass in Virginia, I will not 
say; probably gentlemen on both sides were, every 
where, governed in some degree by considerations of 
local policy. What issues may therefore have been 
presented to the people of Virginia, either above or 
below tide-water, I am not prepared to say. The 
great error, however, of the honorable senator is in 
thinking that the sentiments of a particular party in 
Virginia are always a fairexponentof the sentiments 
of the whole union. [A laugh.] I can tell that se- 
nator that wherever was—in the great valley of the 
Mississippi—in Kentucky—in Tennessee—in Mary- 
land—in all the circles in which I moved, every where, 
“bank or no bank” was the great, the leading, the 
vital question. At Hanover, in Virginia, during the 
last summer, at one of the most remarkable and re- 
spectable and gratifying assemblages that I ever at- 
tended, I distinctly announced my conviction that a 
bank of the United States was indispensable. As to 
the opinion of General Harrison, I know that, like 
many others, he had entertained doubts as to the con- 
stitutionality of a bank; but I also know that, as the 
election approached, his opinion turned more and 
more in favor of a national bank; and I speak from 
my own personal knowledge of his opinions when I 
say that I have no more doubt he would have signed 
that bill than that you, Mr. President, now occupy 
that chair, or that | am addressing you. 


I rose not to say one word which should wound the 
feelings of President Tyler. The senator says that, 
if placed in like circumstances, I would have been 
the last man to avoid putting a direct veto upon the 
bill, had it met my disapprobation; and he does me 
the honor to attribute to me high qualities of stern 
I hope that in all 
that relates to personal firmness—all that concerns 








him with wilfully and intentionally misrepresenting | just appreciation of the insignificance of hu- 


man life—whatever may be attempted tothreaten or 
soul } Y Opposition, or 
awed or intimidated by menace—a stout heart and a 


The senator begins with saying that I charge the | steady eye that can survey, unmoved and undaunted, 
Did I use any such lan-| any mere personal perils that assail this poor transi- 


ent, perishing frame, | may, without disparagement, 
But there is a sort of 


I cannot lay myself down in 


1 can- 


good—to check her onward march to greatness and 


n ’ said that if that friendship should now be interrupted, | glory. I have not courage enough, lam too cowardl 
honest and patriotic effort to build up a permanent | jt should not be my fault! Why, sir, what possible, for that. tT - ‘ 


I would not, I dare not, in the exercise of 


what conceivable motive can I have to quarrel with |such a trust, lie down, and place my body across 
the president, or to break up the whig party? What the path that leads my country to prosperity and hap- 
earthly motive can impel me to wish for any other | piness. 
result than that that party shall remain in perfect | from that which a man may display in his private 
harmony, undivided, and shall move undismayed, | conduct and personal relations. 


This is a sort of courage widely different 


Personal or private 


Say that I heard with great on and regret the reaps A and united forward to the accomplishment of | courage is totally distinct from that higher and nobler 


closing remark especially, of the 


onorable gentleman | the a. 





from Virginia, as, indeed, I did many of those which | to be its aim? 


important public objects which it has avowed | courage which prompts the patriot to offer himself a 
hat imaginable intcrest or feeling | voluntary sacrifice to his country’s good. 
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Nor did I say as the senator represents, that the | * : 


president should have resigned. I intimated no per- 
sonal wish or desire that he should resign. I refer- 
red to the fact of a memorable resignation in his 
public life. And what I did say was, that there were 
other alternatives before him besides vetoing the bill, 
and that it was worthy of his consideration whether 
consistency did not require that the example which 
he had set when he had a constituency of one state, 
should not be followed when he had a consistency 
commensurate with the whole union. Another al- 
ternative was to suffer the bill, without his signature, 
to pass into a law under the provisions of the consti- 
tution. And I must confess I see, in this, no such 


escaping by the back-door, no such jumping out of 
Apprehen- 


_the window, as the senator talks about. 
sions of the imputation of the want of firmness some- 
times impel us to perform rash and inconsiderate 
acts. It is the greatest courage to be able to bear 
the imputation of the want of SOurngS: But pride, 
vanity, egotism, so unamiable and offensive in pri- 


vate life, are vices which partake of the character of 


erimes in the conduct of public affairs. The unfor- 
tunate victim of these passions cannot see beyond 
the little, petty, contemptible circle of his own per- 
sonal interests. All his thoughts are withdrawn 
from his country, and concentrated on his consisten- 
cy, his firmness, himself. The high, the exalted, the 
sublime emotions of a patriotism, which, soaring 
towards Heaven, rises far above all mean, low or 
selfish things, and is absorbed by one soul-transport- 
ing thought of the good and the glory of one’s coun- 
try, are never felt in his impenetrable bosom. That 

atriotism which, catching its inspirations from the 
immortal God, and leaving an immeasurable distance 
below all lesser, grovelling, personal interests and 
feelings, animates and prompts to deeds of self-sacri- 
fice, of valor, of devotion and of death itself—that is 
public virtue—that is the noblest, the sublimest of all 
public virtues. 

I said nothing of any obligation on the part of the 
president to conform his Judepent of the opinions 
of the senate and house of representatives, although 
the senator argued as if I had, and persevered in so 
arguing, after repeated corrections. I said no such 
thing. I know and respect the perfect independence 
of each department, acting within its proper sphere, 
of other departments. But I referred to the majo- 
rities in the two houses of congress as further and 
strong evidence of the opinion of the people of the 
United States in favor of the establishment of a bank 
of the U. States. And I contended that, according to 
the doctrine of instructions which prevailed in Virgi- 
nia, and of which the president is a disciple, and, in 
pursuance of the example already cited, he ought not 
to have rejected the bill. 

I have heard that, on his arrival at the seat of the 
general government to enter upon the duties of the 
office of vice president, in March last, when interro- 
gated how far he meant to conform in his new sta- 
tion, to certain peculiar opinions which were held 
in Virginia, he made this patriotic and noble reply: 
“T am vice president of the United states, and not of 
the state of Virginia; and [ shall be governed by the 
wishes and opinions of my constituents.” When I 
heard of this encouraging satisfactory reply, believ- 
ing, as I most religiously do, that a large majority of 
the people of the United States are in favor of a na- 
tional bank, (and gentlemen may shut their eyes to 
to the fact, deny or dispute, or reason it away as 
they please, but it is my conscientious conviction 
that two-thirds, if not more, of the people of the 
United States desire such an institution), I thought 
I beheld a sure and certain guaranty for the fulfil- 
ment of the wishes of the people of the United States. 
I thought it impossible that the wants and wishes of 
a great people, who had bestowed such unbounded 
and generous confidence, and conferred on him such 
exalted honors, should be disregarded and disap- 
pointed. It did not enter into my imagination to con- 
ceive that one, who had shown so much deference 
and respect to the presumed sentiments of a single 
state, should display less towards the sentiments of 
the whole nation. 

I hope, Mr. President, that, in performing the pain- 
ful duty which had devolved on me, I have not trans- 
cended the limits of legitimate debate. I repeat, in 
all truth and sincerity, the assurance to the senate 
and to the country, that nothing but a stern, reluct- 
ant, and indispensable sense of honor and of duty 
could have forced from me the response which I 
have made tothe president’s objections. But, in- 
stead of yielding without restraint to the feelings of 
disappointment and mortification excited by the 
perusal of his message, I have anxiously endeavor- 

ed to temper the notice of it, which I bave beencom- 
pelled to take by the respect due to the office of chief 
magistrate, and by the personal regard and esteem 
which I have ever entertained for its present incum- 
bent. 
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the 6th census. 


over till to-morrow. 

taken up; the question being on its passage, 
the bill. 

Messrs. Archer, Sevier, Linn and Clay. 


Mr. Rives advocated, and Mr. Benton at length 7) 
e 


posed the bill. Without concluding his remarks, 
latter gentleman gave way to a motion from Mr. 
Clay, of Ala. to adjourn. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, expressed the hope that the 
motion would not prevail, as an adjournment was 
agreed to yesterday, with the understanding that the 
question on the passage of the bill should be taken 
to-day. 

The motion was negatived: yeas 15, nays 31. 

Mr. Benton then resumed his remarks, which, af- 
ter being continued at some length, he concluded by 
mo: ng to recommit the bill, with instructions to 
strike out the “bamboozling” pre-emption sections, 
and insert sections containing the pre-emption and 
graduation principles. 

This motion failed: yeas 22, nays 29. 

The bill was then finally passed, by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
W oodbridge—28, 

NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Mce- 
Roberts, Muuton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

Aveust 27. The president presented the proceed- 
ings of a meeting of citizens of Washington, with re- 
gard to the disorderly proceedings near the presi- 


bank bill; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The bill from the house making appropriations for 
the funeral expenses of William Henry Harrison, 
was twice read and referred to the committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The bill from the house making appropriations for 
the post office department, was twice read and re- 
ferred to the committee on post offices and post 
roads. 

The resolution for the distribution of the returns of 
the 6th census, was taken up, and the amendment of 
the house concurred in, and also an additional 
amendment increasing the number of copies. 

The bill from the house, “relating to duties and 
drawbacks,”? was announced, as the general order, 
and after some conversation, taken up. 

The amendments of the committee were first in 
order. The first of these, was to take from the list 
of articles exempted from the proposed duty, of 
twenty per cent. the following: gold and silver, and 
other watches, and parts of watches, gold and silver 
lace and embroidery, laces of thread, silk or cotton, 
and all articles composed wholly or chiefly of gold or 
silver, gems and precious stones, pearls of all kinds 
when set, jewelry, and including paste.” (The ef- 
fect of the amendment is to expose these to the duty 
of twenty per cent.) 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said that the committee 
after consideration had thought best, that the rate of 
duty on these articles should be increased. They 
were articles, which were liable to be smuggled, and 
from this cause, he did not know as an increase of 
duty on them would produce more revenue than the 
present rates. They had had various petitions on 
the subject, some desiring, others opposing an_ in- 
crease of duty on these articles. But most of the 
persons dealing in them were extremely anxious that 
they should be subjected to higher duty; and more- 
over, he believed that economical considerations re- 
quired a higher duty on them for the purpose of re- 
venue. It was from this reason that the committee 
had proposed the amendment, on which it was for 
the senate to decide. 

Mr. Wright doubted the propriety of the amend- 
ment, from no feeling to favor the articles by exempt- 
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The fortification bill was taken up,the question being | five < nd C 
on concurring in the amendments of the house, and beyond the possibility of detection. 
after brief remarks by various senators, was laid 

The distribution and pre-emption bill was again 

Messrs. Cuthbert, McRoberts and Young, opposed 


Some remarks were made on collateral issues, by 


this would not yield as much as a duty of fiy : 
‘percent. They based this opinion ‘f the ota 


nd of 
d, and 


A package of 15 or 16 inches Square, might be wort 


five or six thousand dollars, and might be smuggled 

yond t This increase of 
duty would make an established system of smugglin 
these articles, and thus entirely derange the trade 
and destroy those men who had too mich principle to 
enter into this system. He should therefore yoie 
against the amendment. 
._Mr. Clay said the amendment would be disposed 
»f as the senate thought proper; he would, however; 
ask the yeas and nays, as it was a question which had 
created considerable excitement, that the opinions of 
senators might be seen. The committee had had be- 
fore them when this matter was under consideration 
some intelligent dealers in these articles, who were 
decidedly in favor of an increase of the duty. He 
had told them he believed it would encourage smug- 
gling, and not add to the revenue; but they believed 
they could prevent this. They knew the principal 
importers of these goods, and they intended to make 
an arrangement among the dealers throughout the 
country, to assist the collector in detecting the 
smuggling that might be committed, and bringing 
those engaged in it to punishment. Under this con- 
sideration, he believed it would operate beneficially 
to increase the duty. These articles produced but 
little duty at any rate, and they had proposed this in- 
crease on them as their exemption from duty was 
the cause of some dissatisfaction throughout the 
country; it was believed these ought more ‘properly 
to be taxed than many other articles. He hoped the 
provision would be retained, but it was for the se- 
nate to decide. He asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. Calhoun said he thought the senator from 
Kentucky would see that, as they were not prepared 
for the consideration of the bill, it would be better to 
put it over till Monday, or to to-morrow; let some 
time be fixed, and they could have opportunity to exa- 
mine it. He agreed with the senator that it was impor- 
tant to give satisfaction to the people; but the best 
manner to do this, was to go on and do their duty.— 
He opposed putting the duty on these articles, for, 
however vigilant the dealers might be, they could 


smal] compass, were very likely to be smuggle 


dent’s house, on the night ensuing the veto of the| not prevent smuggling. They would be entirely 


smuggled, if the duty were 25 per cent, He would 
do what was right, and if any one would move it, he 
would vote to reduce the duty to 5 per cent. and we 
should then raise more revenue from them. He 
hoped the senator would put over the subject till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Clay said he merely proposed to commence 
the work now, and take the question on the amend- 
ments of the committee. The question on this was 
plain, and every senator must understand it. It was 
merely whether a duty on jewelry and luxuries 
should be increased to 25 per cent. or not. It could 
admit of no argument, and he did not intend to dis- 
cuss it. 

Mr. Henderson said he should vote against the 
amendment, as these articles would not bear such a 
duty; the increase of which, by encouraging smug- 
gling, would not add to the revenue. 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, should vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. Woodbury said the argument against this— 
that it would tend to an increase of smuggling, 
would cut into the whole ‘bill, and equally apply to 
sewing silk and all other articles. They should do 
their duty, and when the revenue needed an increase, 
they ought to levy higher duties, on the proper arti- 
cles, and then provide for the carrying out of the 
law, and the prevention of smuggling. 

Mr. Allen should vote for this amendment. He 
thought the increase of duty to 20 per cent. would 
tend to no more smuggling than a duty of ten per 
cent. He looked on the bill as a most odious mea- 
sure—as an attempt to tax the necessaries of life for 
distribution. He had no apprehension of the result 
of appealing to the people on this subject; and he 
now gave notice that when the distribution bill and 
the tariff bill would become a law—when a duty of 
20 per cent. should be levied on the necessaries ° 
life, for distribution for the benefit of British bankers, 
he would introduce a bill to repeal both acts. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, should vote for the amend- 
ment. If they were to exempt any class of articles 
from duties, it ought to be those which were col- 
sumed by the poorer class of people. The only ob- 
jection he had heard against this amendment w2*, 
that it would increase the smuggling of these art- 
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kind would be likely to be produced, but he believed | borders; and an appropriation of $75,000 for the pur- 


these articles ought to be taxed, and provision made 
against the smuggling. 

Mr. King should vote on the measures presented 
to him on their merits, without looking to their poli- 
tical effects. He believed the rate of duty now ex- 
isting would yield more revenue than an increase.— 
They ought to shape their duties so that there might 
be a fair and honorable competition in the market, 
and not an advantage given to the dishonest over the 
honest. This measure would lead to smuggling.— 
No one could doubt it. It must be the effect of it, 
and it would not add to the revenue. Why, then, 
was it introduced? For political effect, that they 
might hold out to the people the idea that they in- 
creased the duty on luxuries? He should vote for a 
proper duty’on articles, and a duty which would be. 
collected. He asked his friends of the cotton-grow- 
ing regions whether they were prepared to lay the 
highest duties on articles for which they exchanged 
their cotton? It would of necessity tend to impair 
the sale of their productions. As to laying taxes on 
articles of first necessity, if they could be exempted, 
consistently with the demand for revenue, they ought 
to be exempted. He should vote against the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Calhoun intended on this question to pursue 
rigidly thé line of duty. It was a great question, 
and should not be diverted to the right or left.— 
Ought they, as statesmen, to do an act which would 
end in unqualified smuggling, and not bring in a dol- 
lar to the treasury? At the beginning of government 
these articles bore but 5, 6, or 7 per cent. duty; so it 
ought to be now, and it would produce more reve- 
nue. To go further, he would say, he did not feel 
any obligation to vote for any duty because of this 
sudden emergency. He should vote as if it was a 

ermanent provision, and not looking to exigencies. 
This necessity had been produced by the present ad- 
ministration—it was of their making, and he should 
vote for this as if he were settling the taxes, and as 

if the gentlemen had done their duty, and had not by 
extravagance and distribution created a deficiency in 
tfe treasury, for which they were responsible. A 
rate of duty of 125 per cent. was a fair rate, as an 
average; some articles to be increased, and some re- 
duced from that. 

Mr. Benton said this bill had been held back till the 
distribution had been passed, and thus a pretext made 
for it. There was no deficiency till they had passed 
the land bill, which was a fraud in itself, and would 
operate to distribute not only land revenue, but was 
cutting deep into the custom house revenue. In vio- 
lation of our rules, when two bills had preference, 
this had been taken up, to increase taxes; and that 
was in accordance with the other measures of the 
session. He should give every vote to keep all the 
commodities of life as low as they were in the glori- 
ous times of Van Buren and Jackson. This new tariff 
would prove to be the most causeless, heartless and 
wicked, that ever had existed; for while former tariffs 
were laid on some articles, they spared those used by 
the poor. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
adopted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Huntington, Linn, McRoberts, Man- 

um, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Nicholson, Phelps. 

ierce, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, 
of Ind. Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, 
Williams; Woodbridge, Woodbury, Voutie41. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Henderson, King, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Wright—5. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Clay, the bill was then 
passed informally, to give gentlemen an opportunity 
for its examination. 

And on motion of Mr. Rives, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, in which 
they were occupied during the day. 

Aveust 28. Mr. Choate presented a memorial from 
merchants of Boston, asking that additional duties 
might not be imposed on articles which had been 
shipped. Laid on the table and order to be priuted. 

The bill from the house of representatives making 
appropriations for the outfit of diplomatic agents was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the committee on foreign relations. 

The bill making appropriation for the arrangement 
of the statue of elietin’ by Greenough, was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to the 
committee on the library. 

The fortification bill was then taken up; and the 
amendment of the house having been read, Mr. Pres- 
ton explained that the committee on military affairs 
had recommended that the senate disagree with the 
amendments made to the house, and insist on their 
amendments, which had been stricken out by the 
house, for an appropriation of $30,000 for a survey 


chase of a site for a western, southwestern and north- 
western armory. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Prentiss, 
Wright, Huntington, Buchanan, Evans, King, Linn, 
Preston, Huntington, Calhoun and Pierce; when Mr. 
Preston asked that the question be taken on the items 


Bags : ’ 
he question was first taken on concurring with 
the house in the following amendment: 

‘For purchase of a site, and for barracks and de- 
fensive works, at or near Buffalo, N. York, $50,000.” 
On this qustion the yeas and nays were demanded 
when the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clay, 
of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Linn, More- 
head, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, White, Woodbridge Wright, Young—26. 
NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, 
King, McRoberts, Miller, Nicholson, Pie:ce, Preston, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Woodbury—18, 

The vote was then taken on concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendments, and carried, without a division: 
‘For fortifications at the outlet of Lake Champlain, 
and purchase of site, $75,000.” 

“Por defensive works, barracks and other neces- 
sary buildings, and purchase of a site for a depot, at 
or near the junction of the Matawankeag and Penob- 
scot rivers, Maine, $25,000.” 

Mr. Preston said that the committee on military 
affairs of the senate recommended that the senate in- 
sist on their amendments, which the house had strick- 
en out. 

One of these amendments, viz: making an appro- 
priation of thirty thousand dollars for surveys on the 
southwestern inland, and maritime frontiers, for pur- 
poses of defence, was then taken up. 

Mr. Mouton expressed his surprise that this item 
should have been left out by the house, and hoped 
that the senate would persist in retaining that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. M. sent to the chair a letter from the war de- 
partment, in order to convince the senate of the im- 
portance of this measure. 

The question having been taken on the senate’s in- 
sisting on its amendment, it was carried, without a 
division. 

The next amendment of the senate was the appro- 
priation of seventy-five thousand dollars for the pur- 
chase of a site for a western, southwestern or north- 
western armory. 

Mr. Clay hoped this amendment would not be in- 
sisted on. He was against the expense, in the first 
place, in the present state of the treasury; and, if the 
selection were left to the president, it would be left 
to a secretary, who in turn would leave it to a head 
of a bureau, when, in a matter so important, congress 
shold retrain control. Besides, $75,000 for the pur- 
chase of a site was a most enormous price, and look- 
ed like a job to somebody who had property to sell 
at ten times its value; and then all that money was 
only for a commencement. 

Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Allen and Woodbridge 
spoke in favor of insisting on the amendment, and 
Messrs. Clay and Morehead was oposed to insisting, 
when the question was taken on insisting on the 
amendment, and decided in the affirmative: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Preston, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Whie, 
Woodbridge, Woodbury. Wright, Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Grahan, 
a Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead. Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Simmons. Smith, of Indiana—19. 

The bill from the house making appropriations for 
the repair of the Potomac bridge was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 


The bill to carry in effect the provisions of the treaty 
with Mexico was returned with amendments from the 
house, and, on motion of Mr. Preston, referred to the 
committee on foreign relations. 

Mr. Rives soon after reported the bill back to the 
senate, recommending that the amendments be con- 
curred in; which was agreed to, and the bill finally 
passed. 

The revenue bill was then taken up. 

The first question was on concurring with the 
committee in exempting palm leaf from duty. 

Mr. Clay said this was an article of but little value, 
and was used by the girls of the nation in making 
bonnets and hats. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, boraic acid was inserted 
among the articles to be exempted. 

Another amendment, which prevailed, was to in- 





On this amendment a debate sprung up, in which 
prveners. Woodbury, Calhoun, Clay and Walker partici- 
pated. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the words ‘‘oil of” was 


stricken out, and cloves only admitted, on the ground 
that the oil was a manufactured article. 


On motion of Mr. Clay, the bill was further 
amended so as to insert bleaching powder and cream of 
ever in the bill, and of course exempting them from 

uty. 

Mr. Woodbury would submit an amendment, which 
he did not desire to have considered then, but to lay 
over until Monday. It was to insert among the list 
of free articles tea and coffee, and that the duty on 
salt and molasses be reduced one-half from the year 
1842 to 1845; after which to be entirely exempted. 

Mr. Benton sent an amendment to the chair, to the 
effect that coarse blankets should be admitted free of 
duty. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was induced to offer an -mend- 
ment. Within the limits of the compromise act, he 
would protect the manufactures of the country. It 
was well known that there was iron in Pennsylvania 
equal to the best English iron for rail roads, enough 
indeed to supply the whole world. The amendment 
he would offer he desired to come in at the 5th sec- 
tion of the bill. 

The effect of this amendment was to repeal all the 
laws which admitted iron for rail roads free of duty. 
Mr. Clay said he did not know that he should have 
any objection to this amendment. The policy was, 
where there was a large amount of revenue on hand, 
to admit this article free of duty for the encourage- 
ment of rail roads. But as there was a large quan- 
tity of iron in this country, and extensive manufac- 
tures, he thought he should support the proposition, 
particularly as it would add very considerably to the 
revenue. 

Mr. Buchanan would support it if there was no 
iron in the country. Was there any reason why cor- 
porations should have this article free of duty, while 
the farmer was subjected to a tax on the iron used in 
his ploughs? In Pennsylvania there were immense 
beds of this iron ore, beside the coal, and he hoped 
that a duty would be placed on rail road as well as 
on any other iron. 

Mr. King made some remarks, understood to be in 
opposition to the amendment. The question was not 
whether there was iron in Pennsylvania, but was it 
‘manufactured so as to create a proper supply for the 
purpose of facilitating these roads? 

Mr. Huntington would suggest whether it would 
not be better to let the subject lie over until the first 
of the week; which suggestion was acquiesced in, 
and the bill passed over informally. . 

Mr. Sevier asked the senate to indulge him in tak- 
ing up the bill in which one of his Choctaw constitu- 
ents was deeply interested—he had been waiting here 
for a long time in expectation of having it acted on. 

The senate then -proceeded to consider the bill to 
provide for the satisfaction of the outstanding Choc- 
taw reservations, under the nineteenth article of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of September, 1830. 

Mr. Sevier explained the objects of the bill and 
advocated it with great zeal. 

Mr. Henderson spoke in opposition, and Messrs. 
Benton and Walker in its favor, but the senate ad- 
journed without taking any question. 

Aveust 30. Mr. .rcher presented the proceedings 
of a meeting held in Orange county, Virginia, ex- 
pressive of the disapprobation of the leading mea- 
sures of the present session, &c.; which were read 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay presented a memorial from the manufac- 
turers of bleaching powders, asking that a duty may 
be imposed on that article. 

Mr. Simmons also presented one to the same 
effect. 

Mr. Woodbury also one of similar character, re- 
lating to bleaching powders and chloride of lime. 

Mr. Tappan moved to take up the resolution sub- 
mitted by him some days since, in relation to fixing 
the time of adjournment. 

On this question a few remarks were made, and 
the question being taken by yeas anc ays, the vote 
stood as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pieree, Sevier, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien,Choate,Clay, 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith, vf Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, 
White—22. 

Mr. Kerr, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported back the bill, which had been recommitted 
some days since, recommending aconcurrence in the 
amendments of the house, which, on motion, were 








of the southwestern frontier, inland and maritime 





sert sumac among the exceptions, as not liable to duty. 


considered and agreed to. 
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Mr. Berrien, from the select committee to whom 
was referred the bill from the house for the better 
collection, safe keeping, and transfer of the public 
money, by means of a corporation to be styled the 
Fiscal Corporation of the United States, reported the 
same without amendment, and gave notice that he 
should move to call it up on Wednesday next. 

The revenue bill was then taken up, the motion 
ending being that of Mr. Buchanan to repeal the 
aws admitting rail road iron free of duty, and sub- 

jecting it to a duty of 20 per cent. 

Mr. Huntington moved to amend the amendment, 
so that the measure was not to take effecton any rail 
road iron imported prior to the Ist of December, 1841. 

On this amendment a long and animated discussion 
arose, in which Messrs. Buchanan, Cuthbert, Hunting- 
ton, Miller, Berrien, Calhoun, Clayton, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Kentucky, Walker, King, Fulton, 
Sevier, Preston, and others participated, when the 
question having been taken on Mr. Huntington’s 
amendment to the amendment, it was carried. 

Mr. Merrick moved to reconsider the vote adopting 
the amendment of Mr. Huntington, on which motion 
the yeas and nays were ordered, when the vote stood 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Graliam, Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Morehead, Nicholson, Preston, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, White, Woodbridge, 
Young—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Henderson, Huating- 
ton, Miller, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of 
—" Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, Wright 
—20. 


An amendment was then offered to the amendment 
of Mr. Buchanan, making the repeal inoperative 
where roads had been commenced. 

This was opposed by Mr. Buchanan, as rendering 
his amendment a mere nullity. 

After some remarks from Mr. Bates, in favor of 
the amendment, 

A message was received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, stating that they had concurred in the 
amendments of the senate to the land bill, with the 
exception of three. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved to lay the revenue 
bill on the table, with aview to take up the land bill; 
which motion was carried. 

The land bill having been taken up, Mr. Smith, of 
Indiana, moved that the senate recede from the 
amendments to which the house had disagreed. 

On this motion a spirited debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. King, Smith, of Indiana, Fulton, Clay, Cal- 
houn, Sevier, Benton, Woodbury, and Dixon took part, 
when the vote was taken on receding from the 
amendments and carried, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porier, Rives, Simmons, Smith, 
of Indiana, Suuthard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 
—25. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Clayton, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou'on, Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Young—18. 

The senate adjourned. 


Aveust 31. Mr. Merrick, from the committee for 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill from the house making appropriation for defray- 
ing the expenses of the funeral of the late president 
of the U. States, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

The bill was then considered, and read a third 
time and passed. ; 

Mr. Henderson, from the committee on the post of- 
fice and post roads, reported the bill from the house 
making appropriations for the use of the post office 
department with an amendment. Mr. H. asked to 
have the amendments acted on at once. 

Mr. Calhoun would rather the senator would let it 
lie over; it was an important bill, and required to be 
looked into. 

Mr. Henderson explained the amendment. It was 
simply that $15,000 of the money should be appro- 

riated to enable the auditor to purchase books, and 
aie up the business which is in arrearage. 

Mr. Woodbury desired that it might lie over. It 
was the first time in half a century that half a mil- 
lion had been asked from the treasury to make up a 
deficiency. He thought it better that the bill should 
lie over. 

Mr. Henderson would not consent. He asked that 
the amendment, at least, should be engrossed. _ 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, insisted that it was a bill to 
place-in the hands of the postinaster general $150,000 
to supply a contingency, and reflected severely on the 
postmaster general. 

Mr. Calhoun hoped the orders of the day would not 
be passed over to take up the bill. It made a great 


innovation on long established principle, which was 
well worth the mature deliberation of the senate. 

Mr. Walker hoped the bill would be taken up.— 
Some of his constituents had money due for some 
time, which ought to be paid. There was some dan- 
ger, if the bill was not acted on at once, that it would 
not be acted on at all during the present session. 

Mr. Buchanan would cheerfully take up the bill. 
If money was due to the contractors, he was desirous 
that it should be paid. 

The debate was continued for some time, when 
the question was taken on postponing the orders to 
take up the bill, and decided in the aihbinivve: 

A long and animated discussion then ensued on the 
amendment of the committee, in which Messrs. Bu- 
chanan, Linn, and others participated; when Mr. Clay 
moved to insert a provision that nothing in the amend- 
ment should be so construed that the clerks were to 
be continued —— one year. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. King, 
Clayton, Henderson, Benton, Evans and others, the 
amendment to the amendment was adopted. 


The debate was further continued by Messrs. Ben- 
ton, Huntington, Evans and others. 

And the question was then taken on the amend- 
ment as amended, and decided in the affirmative as 
follows: 

Y HAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge, Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alab. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith, of Connecticut, T'ap- 
pan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright,—18. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to strike out the 
amount inserted in the bill, and substitute $347,557 
35. Mr. C. predicated this amount on the ground 
that this sum would be sufficient to meet all the ar- 
rearages now due. 

Mr. Henderson replied to the remarks of Mr. Clay 
at length. 

Messrs. Buchanan, Benton, Evans and Walker fol- 
lowed. 

When the question was taken on Mr. Clay’s amend- 
ment, and decided in the negative as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Pierce. Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick Miller, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith, of 
Ind. Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
W oodbridge—27. 

Mr. Calhoun then moved a proviso which would 
go to have this sum paid to the treasury in three an- 
nual instalments. 


This proposition was debated by Messrs. Calhoun, 
Henderson and Woodbury; when the question was 
taken on the adoption of the amendment, and decid- 
ed in the negative as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Aiabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith, of Conn. 
ransom Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young 
—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of thkenn: Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—26. 

Mr. Wright then moved to amend the bill so that 
the money advanced should not be deducted from any 
sums which the post office had heretofore advanced 
to the treasury. On this question the vote stood as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, King, Mouton, Nicholson, Phelps, 
Pierce, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wal- 
ker. Woodbury, Wright, Young—-17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien 
Chuate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dxon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge-—25. 

Mr. Benton then moved an amendment which went 
to restrict the franking privilege of members of con- 
gress to thirty days after they shall have ceased to 
have been members. 

On this amendment a long and animated discus- 
sion ensued, in which Messrs. Benton, Henderson, 
Bates, Woodbury, Wright, Clay, Buchanan and others 
participated; when the question was taken on its 
adoption, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y &#AS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton. King, Linn, McRoherts, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Stur- 





geon, Tappan, Watker, Woodbury, Wright—19. 





$<, 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrie, 


Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Ey ’ 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mat 
Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith’ 
of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—s:’ 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed as amend. 
ed; when Mr. Henderson having asked for the question 
on the passage. Mr. Clay, of Alabama demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

And the question was put on the passage of the bij] 
and decided in the affirmative as follows: - ' 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra’ 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons. 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Sturgeon, ‘Tallmadge, White. 
Woog bridge—27. , 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun 
Clay, of Alabama, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholso;, 
Pierce, Smith, of Conn. Tappan, Woodbury, Wrigh:’ 
Young—15. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported the bill from the house fo; 
the repair of the Potomac bridge, with an amend. 
ment. 

After an ineffectual attempt to adjourn, the re. 
venue bill was taken up, and after some remarks 
from Messrs. Clay, Buchanan and Woodbury, the se- 
nate adjourned. 

Co eeestendiiaiatademseerandteenmesieeneteiteneeted 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, Ave. 26. Mr. Aaron V. Brown asked 
the house to excuse him from further service as 4 
member of the committee on elections. 

Mr. B. said that he was the last of those who had 
served upon that committee during the last congress; 
and every body knew how laborious were the du- 
ties which had been performed by it. 

Messrs. Warren and .4rnold made a remark, under- 
stood to be in objection. 

The motion was then put, and Mr. B. was excused. 

Mr. Briggs offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That at 12 o’clock M. this day all debate in 
committee of the whole on the bill, (No. 30), to make ap- 
propriations for the post office department shall cease, 
and the committce shall then proceed to vote ofthe 
amendments then pending, or that may be offered to said 
bill; and the same shall then be reported to the house, 
with such amendments as may have been agreed to by 
the committee: Provided, That nothing in this resolution 
shall prevent the committee from reporting the bill to 
the house at an earlier hour if it shall think fit. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, moved to amend the 
resolution by inserting ‘12 o’clock next Monday,” 
instead of this day. 

On which motion Mr. A. asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

Mr. Warren moved the previous question. And 
there was a second. 

And the main question, (being first on the amend- 
ment), was ordered, and, being taken, were decided 
in the negative. So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, then moved to lay the 
resolution on the table, and asked the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, were: yeas 62, nays 96. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the 
amendment, Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: yeas 98, nays 66. So the reso- 
lution was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Evereit, of Vermont, in the chair), and resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill making appropria- 


tions for the post office department. 


The pending question being on the following amend- 
ment heretofore offered by Mr. Gilmer: 

“Provided, That the money hereby appropriated 
shall be accounted for by the post office department 
hereafter, when the condition of its funds shall per- 
mit; and be refunded into the treasury, or deducted 
from any sums which the post office department may 
heretofore have paid into the treasury. 


Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, was entitled to the 
floor; which, however, he yielded for purposes of ex- 
planation to Mr. Botts, who said he would occupy 
the attention of the committee only a few minutes. 

Mr. B. then replied to the remarks made by Mr. 
Cushing, yesterday, and concluded with an appeal to 
the committee to postpone any further debate on pO 
litical matters; that they would return to the al 
ject-matter under consideration, and pass the bi : 
promptly. It was due to the credit of the gover? 
ment, as well as to its suffering creditors, that this 
should be done. The bill was a proper one, and he 
should vote for it. ‘ 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, then took the floor ! 
fe, i of the bill. = 

r. Watterson, then obtained the floor and ee 
ed until cut off by the arrival of the hour of twe!v® 


= 

At whi 
order of t 
ther deb 
that mig! 

And th 
ment of ! 

Mr. M 
Mr. Giln 
ja the fo 

“Or de 
departm 
athe q' 
noes 75; 

The c 
vote stoc 
the ame! 

And tl 
Mr. Gil 
107, noe: 


10. 

Mr. C 
the bill 
9497, 651 
ment, by 

Mr. 
enacting 

“Tha 
he is he 
enable t 
engagen 
exceedi 
dollars | 
cution ¢ 
not exc 
approve 

a de 
be reim 
partmet 
manne! 
change 
and to 
the ace 

Whie 
jected. 

On n 
and re 
house. 

And 
commi 
be eng 
the pre 

And 

ring W 

Camphi 

which 

121, ni 

And 
And 
tion be 
Mr. 
ordere 

F YES 

rews 

rigg, B 

eye, B 

rock 

Williat 

Thoms 

Clark, 

ing, W 

Ferris, 

ble, Ge 

ham, € 

Willia 

James 

nedy, 

Samso 

tocks, 

Morro 

amae 
cher, 
erd, 
. 

B. Th 

land, ' 


liams, 
Wintl 

NA 
Charl 
Davis, 
Charl 


Houe! 









— 
’ Berrien 
vans, Gra: 
m, Miller 
08, Smith’ 
ridge—9;' 
iS aMend- 
question 
€Manded 


f the bill, 


Berrien, 
‘ans, Gra. 
Merrick, 


eC, White, 


Calh 
‘i icholson’ 
Wright, 


District 
Ouse for 
amend- 


the re- 
remarks 
p the se~ 


\ 


>. 


m asked 
1C€ as a 


who had 
ongress; 
the du- 


c, under- 


>xcused. 
': 

lebate in 
nake ap- 
ll cease, 
3 the 
d to said 
p house, 
ed to by 
solution 
ie bill to 


end the 
onday,” 


nd nays; 
». And 


amend- 
decided 
ected. 


lay the 
nd nays 
ing ta- 


. of the 
ced the 
- taken, 
1e reso- 


d itself 
} union, 
resum- 
ropria- 


amend- 


priated 
rtment 
all per- 
ducted 
nt may 


to the 
of ex- 
pecupy 
inutes. 
by Mr. 
peal to 
on po 
e sub- 
he bill 
overn- 
at this 
and he 


joor in 


yntinu- 
welve- 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—SEPT. 4, 1841 CONGRESS. 13 








At which hour, the committee, in pursuance of the 
order of the house of this day, proceeded without fur- 
ther debate to vote on the amendments pending or 
that might be offered. 

And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gilmer. 

Mr. McKay moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Gilmer, by striking out the latter part thereof, 
in the following words: 

“Or deducted from a sums which the post office 
department may heretofore have paid into the trea- 


” 
Phe question being taken, the vote stood; ayes 75, 
noes 75; a tie. 

The chairman then voted in the negative, and the 
yote stood: ayes, 75 noes 76. So the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Gilmer, it was decided in the affirmative: ayes 
107, noes not counted. So the amendment was agreed 





10. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, moved to amend 
the bill by reducing the amount appropriated from 
$497,650 to the sum of $347,000. Which amend- 
ment, by yeas 72, noes 79, was rejected. 

Mr. McKay then moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill, and insert the following: 

“That the president of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorised, in case it is necessary to 
enable the post office department to meet its present 
engagements and pay its debts, to cause a sum not 
exceeding three hundred and forty-seven thousand 
dollars of the money which may be borrowed in exe- 
cution of the act entitled ‘“‘an act authorising a loan 
not exceeding the sum of twelve millions of dollars, 
approved July 21st, 1841, to be applied to the use of 
such department for the purposes aforesaid, and to 
be volantuienaila out of the accruing funds of the de- 
partment; the said money to be accounted for in the 
manner prescribed in the second section of the ‘act to 
change the organization of the post office department, 
and to provide more effectually for the settlement of 
the accounts thereof, passed July 2, 1836.” 

Which amendment, by ayes 60, noes 88, was re- 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the committee then rose, 
and reported the bill with the amendments to the 
house. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in its amendments, and ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading. Mr. Briggs moved 
the previous question. And there was a second. 

And on the main question, (being first on concur- 
ring with the committee in its amendments). Mr. 

Campbell, of South Carolina, asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
121, nays 47. So the amendment was concurred in. 

And the bill was ordered to a third reading now. 
_And having been read a third time, and the ques- 
tion being ‘‘Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. Snyder asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landoff W. An- 
drews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Ayc- 
tigg, Babcock, Banks, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, 

rockway, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William Butler, William O. Butler, John Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers. Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Wm. C. Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Green, Greig, Gustine, [fabersham, Hall, Halsted, 
William S. Hastings, Ha¥s, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, 
James Irvine, William W. Irwin, James, John P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, Mallory, 
Samson Mason, John Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Powell, Proffit, 
Rameey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ren- 
cher, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shep- 
perd. Simonton, Slade, Smith, Stokeley, Stratton, 

- H. Stuart, John T’. Stuart, Somers, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Richard W. ‘Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wal- 
lace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Edw. D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 

Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, A. Young, John Young—127. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bowne, Boyd, 
Charles Brown, Clifford, Clinton, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, William O. Goode, Gordon, Harris, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, John 
het Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Abraham McClel- 

an, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand. Miller, New- 
lard, Payne, Plumer, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Sanford, 

aw, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweeney, Turney, 

an Buren, Ward. Westbrook—48. 
. On motion of Mr. Botts, the house resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey in the chair), and af- 


mittee took up the bill making appropriations for the 
funeral expenses of the late president of the United 
States, (general William H. Harrison). 

And the bill having been read through, Mr. Botts | 
explained the grounds of the bill. The marshal of 
the district had, by order of the secretary of state, 
provided all things necessary to the funeral cere- 
monies of the late lamented president. The accounts 
having been presented, the secretary directed them 
to be laid before congress: they had been referred to 
the committee of ways and means, and the present 
bill was reported by order of that committee. The 
accounts had all been printed. Mr. B. considered 
them all as very extravagant, but the bill did not 
direct they should be paid until they had been duly 
audited. The total amount was a little over $3,000. 
The explanation having been made, the committee, 
on motion of Mr. Botts, rose and reported the bill to 
the house, where it underwent some slight discussion. | 
An effort was made to postpone its further conside- 
ration to Monday next; which did not succeed. 

A motion was made to submit the accounts to be 
audited by the marshal; but it was rejected by yeas 
and nays as follows: yeas 60, nays 94. 

When, after a desultory conversation, it was agreed, 
on motion of Mr. Broadman, of Connecticut, to adopt 
a substitute for the bill, which submitted the ac- 
counts to be audited and paid by the proper account- 
ing officers of: the treasury. 

Mr. Underwood opposed the bill. And was answer- 
ed by Mr. Pope. 

When Mr. Botts moved the previous question; which 
having been seconded, put, and carried, the bill was 
ordered to its engrossment, read a third time by its 
title, and passed as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, S. 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Banks, 
Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, A. V. Brown, Mil- 
ton Brown, Wm. Butler, Thomas J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, S. N. Clark, Clifford, 
Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, R. 
D. Davis, W. C. Dawson, Deberry, Doig, J. Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore. A. Lawrence Foster, 
Gamble. Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, 
Green, Greig, Gustine, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Hen- 
ry, Howard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Ingersoll, W. W. 
Irwin, James, I. D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, 
Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, R. McClellan, Mallo- 
ry, S.°Mason, John T. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ram- 
sey, B. Randall, Randolph, tot Rencher, Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway, Riggs, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Stokely, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, 
R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Van Buren, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington. E. D. White, J. L. White, T. W. Wil- 
liams, L Williams, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, 
Yorke, J. Young—128. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bowne, Chas. 
Brown, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Eastman, Chas. A. Floyd, 
Gerry, William O. Goode, Harris, Houston, Keim, A. 
McClellan, McKay, Mathews, Newhard, Payne, Red- 
ing, Rogers, Saunders, Snyder, Underwood—23. 
The house then, on motion of Mr. Gilmer, went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, in the chair), and took 
up the bill in relation to placing the statue of Wash- 
ington in the rotundo of the capitol. 


The bill having been read, Mr. Gilmer went into a 
full explanation of the grounds of the bill, quoting 
from the documents in support of the several items of 
appropriation contained in it; which were: 1. For the 
preparation and execution of the work. 2. For freight. 
And, 3. For the removai of the statue from the navy 
yard, and its erection in the rotundo. 


The bill underwent several amendments as to the 
sums appropriated, on account of demurrage of the 
vessel, &c. also for an iron railing to surround the 
statue when erected in the rotundo. 


Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, moved an amend- 





Mr. Adams said he had formerly concurred in this 
opinion, and had expressed it to the house a few days 
since, when the bill was up. But, on further exami- 
nation, he had ascertained that there was a drip from 
the leakage of the glass lantern over the dome of the 
rotundo, which would threaten the injury, if not 
eventual destruction, of the statue if placed under it, 
and he was therefore induced to yield the argument 
derived from the symmetry of the apartment. 

Mr. Keim suggested a difficulty as to the manner in 
which the floor had been strengthened by arches 
over the crypt below, (originally intended for the re- 
ception of General Washington’s remains); should 
the immense weight of the statue, (not less than 20 
tons), be placed at any other point, the floor might 
prove insufficient to sustain it. 

To this it was replied that there were other arches 
beneath the floor, which would be quite sufficient to 
endure the weight. 

The amendment was finally agree to. 

Whereupon, in the midst of sundry suggestions to 
take up other bills, and general cries of “no, no; let 
us rise,”’ the committee rose, and reported the bill to 
the house. 

In the house it forthwith received its third read- 
ing, and was passed. And then the house adjourned. 

Fripay, Ave.27. Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, 
offered a resolution ordering, that the clerk of this 
house should make arrangements for distributing the 
seats among members by lot. 

Messrs. Morgan, Hopkins and others, professing 
themselves well satisfied with their present seats, ob- 
jected to the resolution, and it was therefore not re- 
ceived. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Shepperd, of North Carolina, in the chair. 

Mr. Dawson moved to take up the bill submitted 
by Mr. Levy, “‘making further provision for the sup- 
pression’ of Indian hostilities in Florida.” The bill 
was taken up, but was soon laid aside informally for 
the present. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the committee took up 
the bill making provision for the purchase of sites for 
fortifications and for military surveys. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, it was amended by 
striking out the appropriations for the purchase of 
sites on the outlet of Lake Champlain, and at De- 
troit and Buffalo—these appropriations having been 
anticipated by recent amendments to the fortification 
bill, now passed. 

Mr. Dawson suggested the propriety of striking out 
the appropriations for the purchase from the state of 
New York of sites and fortifications in New York 
harbor, as he had found by an examination of revo- 
lutionary claims, that a balance of $2,000,000 was 
due from the state of New York to the general go- 
vernment, which, in 1794, was arranged to be paid 
by fortifications to be erected by the state of New 
York for the United States government. 

A confused desultory debate on this subject ensued 
between Messrs. Dawson, Fillmore, Ferris, Linn and 
McKay. The bill was at length laid aside, without 
any order to report it. 

[A message was received from the senate inform- 
ing the house that they had passed the land bill with 
amendments. | 

On motion of Mr. Tillinghast, the committee next 
took up the resolution for distribution of copies of 
the Digest of Patents, which, without debate, was 
ordered to be reported. 

Mr. Fillmore moved to take up the bill making ap- 
propriations for the outfits and salaries of diplomatic 
agents. 

Mr. Gilmer objected, and wished to state his rea- 
sons, but was prevented by the rule excluding debate 
on such a motion. 

On the vote no quorum appeared. The committee 
rose and reported the fact. 

A call of the house was ordered—yeas 102, nays 
57, but a quorum appearing on that vote, the call 
was suspended, and the house again resolved itself 





ment, the effect of which would be to rescind a for- 
mer resolution which had required the statue to be 
erected in the centre of the rotundo, and permitting 
it to be placed in such other part of that apartment 
as might be directed by the secretary of the navy. 
Mr. Greenough, the sculptor, in a letter to a com- 
mittee of congress, had suggested that the centre 
would not be the proper place for his work, because 
the light would there fall vertically upon it, and 
that a better position would be midway between the 
centre and the door leading to the library; and the 
amendment left that point discretionary with the se- 
cretary. 


Mr. Holmes opposed the amendment on the ground 
that any other location of the statue than the centre 
of the rotundo would destroy the symmetry of that 
magnificent saloon, and more than counterbalance 





‘er some struggle for priority of business, the com- 


light. 


into committee of the whole. 
The committee then voted to take up the diploma- 
tic appropriation bill—ayes 61, noes 60. 


Mr. Ingersoll moved to strike out the appropria- 
tions for charges to Naples and to Sardina. He de- 
fended his motion by some remarks on the extrava- 
gance and uselessness of the diplomatic establish- 
ment. 

Messrs. Fillmore, Cushing Tillinghast, 4dams, Gil- 
mer, Holmes and Everett replied to Mr. Ingersoll. 

The amendment was rejected without a division. 

Mr. King moved an amendment appropriating 
$4,000 for the support of a consul general in Egypt. 
He advocated his amendment in a speech of conside- 
rable length. The amendment was rejected. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Fillmore 
and Cushing, the bill was laid aside and ordered to 


any disadvantage from the direction of the rays of| be reported.’ 





The committee then rose and reported. 
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The resolution for the distribution of the Digest of 
Patents was passed. , 

The diplomatic appropriation bill, without amend- 
— was ordered to a third reading then, and pass- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union was discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill in relation to the 
purchase of sites, and the same was recommitted to 
the committee on military affairs. 


Mr. Adams, on leave, introduced the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
expenditures in the diplomatic department of the govern- 
ment, by diminishing the number of ministers and other 
diplomatic agents abroad, and report thereon to the 
house. ; 

Mr. Briggs asked that the house would, by common 
consent, take up the land bill, and refer it to the com- 
mittee on public lands, and order the amendments to 
be printed. 

. J. G. Floyd inquired of the speaker if it was in 
order to move an amendment? 

The speaker replied in the negative. 

And the bill was then referred to the committee 
on the public lands, and the amendments were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Campbell then again offered his resolution for 
the division of the seats by lot among the members, 
but it was objected to, as was also a substitute pro- 
posed by Mr. Pickens, ordering all the desks to be re- 
moved except the outer row. The resolution being 
objected to, it was laid aside. 

he house then, on motion of Mr. Underwood, went 
into committee of the whole, Mr. .4rnold in the chair, 
and took up the bill for the repair of the Potomac 
bridge, which, without debate, was ordered to be 
reported. 

The bill to provide for the repaving and repairing 
of Pennsylvania avenue coming up on the question 
of engrossment— 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being taken, were as follows: yeas 75, nays 83. 
So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question Start on the engrossment of 
the bill, Mr. Campbell said that he did not suppose 
the house understood the question—that the impres- 
sion on the minds of gentlemen might be that the ap- 
propriation was intended to pave the principal part 
of the avenue, whereas, in reality, upon the state- 
ment of the individual who expected to obtain the 
contract, $15,000 would only pave 300 yards of it at 
the rate of 36 feet wide, which would, according to 
that computation, require an appropriation of $75,000. 

Mr. Underwood, having replied moved the previ- 
ous question. And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the engrossment) 
was ordered, and, being taken, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

And the house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Ave. 28. The unfinished business of 
yesterday was the bill for repaving and repairing a 
portion of Pennsylvania avenue. 

ve pending question being on the passage there- 
ol— 

Mr. Yorke (the house, he said, being very thin) 
moved that there be a call of the house. 

Mr. Hopkins asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion, but withdrew the motion. 

And the call having been ordered—the clerk call- 
ed the roll, and 132 members answered to their 
names. 

_ And the names of the absentees having been call- 
ed, 171 members appeared to be present. 

And then all further proceedings on the call were 
suspended. 

The*question then recurring on the passage of the 
bil. 

Mr. Hopkins asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows, yeas 
69, nays 103. So the bill was rejected. 

The house took up the bill on the speaker’s table 
providing for the distribution of the printed returns 
of the sixth census, and concurred in the amendment 
of the senate (in relation to the number of copies) 
made thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the house proceeded to 
the consideration of the senate bill to carry into ef- 
fect a convention between the United States and the 
Mexican republic. 

The committee on foreign affairs of this house, 
to whom the said bill had been referred, had recom- 
mended that the enacting clause thereof be stricken 
out. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in that recommendation—debate arose, 
in which Messrs. Cushing, Wise, Everett, dams, Hunt 
and Tillinghast, participated. 


[A message in writing was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States; by the hands of John 
Tyler, jr. his private secretary. ] 

The question was then en on concurring in 
the recommendation of the committee on foreign 
affairs to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

And the house refusing to concur with the com- 
mittee in that recommendation, the enacting clause 
of the bill was not striken out. 

Mr. Wise then moved to amend the bill— 

1. By striking out all after the word “that,” in the 
third line of the ‘Ist section, to the words “the secre- 
tary,” in the Ist line of the 2d section. 

2. In the 2d section in the third line, after the 
word “awards,” insert “as have been or shall be 
madé, in pursuance of the convention with | the re- 
public of Mexico concluded at Washington the 11th 
day of April, 1839, in favor of citizens of the United 
States.” 

os by adding to the end thereof the following 
words: 

‘Provided, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to give any rights to the claimants that are 
not conferred by said convention and the act of June 
12th, 1840, and that the substance of this provision 
be inserted in the certificates that may be issued.” 

Note. This proviso was offered by Mr. Everett, 
and accepted by Mr. Wise as a modification of his 
amendment. } 

Mr. G. Davis moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. Wise moved the previous question. 
was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the modified 
amendment of Mr. Wise was ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affirmative. So the amend- 
ment, as modified, was agreed to. 

And the bill having been ordered to a third read- 
ing now, was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the title of the bill 
was so amended as to read an act ‘“‘in addition to” an 
act, &e. And then the house adjourned. 

Monpay, Ava. 30. The speaker said the first bu- 
siness in order was the presentation of petitions. 

On leave given, Mr. Steenrod presented the resolu- 
tions of a meeting of the citizens of Marshall coun- 
ty, protesting against the general course of legisla- 
tion at the present congress; which were laid on the 
table. 

The speaker laid before the house a message from 
the president of the United States, in answer to a 
resolution of this house of the 16th ult. transmitting 
a letter from the secretary of the treasury, with ac- 
companying papers, in relation to removals from of- 
fice, &c. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed as an 
apendix to information heretofore received on the 
same subject. 

Mr. Stanly presented a petition from the citizens of 
Washington county, North Carolina, praying congress 
to charter a national bank. 

Mr. Barton, of Virginia, presented the petition of 
214 citizens of Harper’s Ferry and its vicinity, re- 
monstrating against the continuance of a military 
superintendency over the publie works at that place. 
Also, a petition from the same place, signed by 187 
individuals, praying a law to authorise the continu- 
ance of a military superintendent over the public 
armories. Which petitions, on Mr. Barton’s mo- 
tion, were referred to the committee on military af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee on public lands, 
to whom had been referred the bill ‘to appropriate 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant pre-emption rights,” with certain amendments 
made thereto by the senate, reported back the same, 
with a recommendation that the said amendments 
be concurred in by this house. 

And the question being on concurring therein— 

Mr. John C. Clark moved the previous question. 

Mr. Wise rose toa pointof order. He submitted 
to the speaker that the senate had changed the appro- 
priations made by the house; that the bill contained 
new features of appropriation, both of land and mo- 
ney; and that, therefore, it must, under the rule of the 
house, be referred to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

The speaker said that the bill, by its provisions, ap- 
propriated, without any limitation, the entire proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands. 

Mr. Wise. Yes; but there isa two per cent. fund, 
independent of the proceeds. 

The speaker. ‘That comes out of the proceeds. 

Mr. Wise. But they are distinct moneys. 

The speaker. True; but the bill upon its face ab- 
sorbs the entire proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands; it embraces the whole. The amendments of 
the senate, it is true, make a disposition different from 
that of the house of a portion of these proceeds; but 


And there 





they do not take one dollar more out of the treasury. 





a , 
They do not enlarge the appropriation made on v.. 
face of the bill. ae nfied 

Further conversation on the point of order Wasc 
off by a motion of Mr. Boyd that the bill and hthend. 
ments be laid on the table. 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion, which were ordered; and, being taken, we 

’ re 
yeas 85, nays 111. 

{A message was received from the senate by As. 

bury Dickins, esq. secretary, informing this hoyse_ 

irst, that the senate had concurred in the amend. 
ments of the house to the bill to amend an act ent. 
tled “‘an act to carry into effect a convention between 
the United States and the Mexican republic.” 

Also, that the senate had concurred in:the amend. 
ment of the house to the bill to amend the act to pro- 
vide for the taking of the sixth census. 

Also, that the senate insisted upon the second ang 
fourth amendments made by that body, to the pjj) 
“making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing [p- 
dian hostilities,” and had concurred in the other 
amendments of the house to the amendments of the 
senate. } 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
John C. Clark for the previous question—Mr. Bidlac}; 
renewed the point of order in relation to the necessj- 
ty of committing the bill. 

And after some conversation on that point between 
Messrs. Bidlack, Cave Johnson, McKay and Lewis Wiil- 
liams—the speaker decided that, under the rule, it was 
not necessary to commit the bill. 

From this decision Mr. Wise appealed. 

Mr. Steenrod asked the yeas and nays on the appeal; 
which were ordered. 

And the question, ‘‘shall the decision of the chair 
stand as the judgment of the house?’ was then taken, 
and decided in the affirmative: yeas 107,-nays 82. So 
the decision of the speaker was affirmed. 

Some further conversation followed as to the effect 
of the previous question. 

When the question on the motion of Mr. John C. 
Clark for the previous question was taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. So there was a second. 

And on the question, ‘“‘shall the main question be 
now taken?” 

Mr. Atherton asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were: yeas 104, nays 92. 
So the house determined that the main question should 
now be taken. 

And the question recurring on the main question, 
(being on concurring with the senate in the amend- 
ments—Mr. Wise asked that a separate question be 
taken on each amendment, which was ordered. 

And the first amendment (which provides that the 
territories of Winconsin, lowa and Florida shall re- 
ceive their distributive share of the proeeeds) was 
concurred in without a division. 


On the second amendment, viz: 

To strike out from the second section the words 
“respective federal representative population, as as- 
certained by the last census,” and insert, ‘‘represen- 
tation, respectively, in the two houses of congress, as 
the same may be fixed by the apportionment to be 
made under the census of 1840, and hereafter, ac- 
cording to the representation as aforesaid in the two 
houses of congress, as it shall be apportioned, from 
time to time, under any future census, except that the 
District of Columbia and each of the territories shall 
receive a distributive share equal to that which would 
be assigned in any state for one representative in the 
congress of the United States:” 

Mr. Wise asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, were yeas 61 nays 136. So 
the amendment of the senate was not concurred iD. 

The third amendment of the senate, which pro- 
vides that the distributive share of the District of Co- 
lumbia “shall be the same as if said District were 
represented,” was not concurred in. 

Section 3. The amendment of the senate, insert- 
ing the words ‘‘and territories, or to the governors 
thereof, in case the legislatures shall have made no 
such apportionment,” was concurred in. 

Section 4. The amendment of the senate, pro- 
viding that this section shall not apply ‘‘to any sums 


apparently due to the United States as balances of 


debts growing out of the transactions of the reyolu- 
tionary war,” was concurred in. : 
Section 5. The amendment of the senate, insert- 
ing in the fifth line the words “‘except as hereinbefore 
excepted,” was not concurred in. , 
Section 6. Onthe amendment of the senate, 
serting the words “unless congress shall think prope" 
to grant alternate sections along the line of any can@ 
or other internal improvement, and at the same ume 
to increase the minimum price of the sections Te 
served” — “] 
Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 
And the amendment was concurred in. 
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The amendment of the senate inserting in the 9th 


vine of the same section the words “except as afore- | req 


said,” was, concurred in. 


Matias ne fi : .|orthe attorney general of the United States has, since 
Section 6. On concurring in the following amend the 4th of Mare last, Rati directed to visit the state of 


yi: 


ment of the senate, to wit: : : 
“Provided, That if, at any time during the exis- 
tence of this act, there shall be an imposition of du- 


ties on imports inconsistent with the provisions of the | report of such officer; and. whether, by any executive 
oat of Match second, one thousand eight hundred and rin or correspondence, the Britich government 
thirty-three, entitled, ‘an act to modify the act of the | has been given to understand that Mr. McLeod will be 
fourteenth of July, one thousand eight hundred and | released or surrendered. 


thirty-two and all other acts imposing duties on im- 


> and beyond the rate of duty fixed by that act, | dressed the house during the hour on the general 
to wit: saeate per centum on the. value of such im- | merits of the Caroline affair, and the diplomatic cor- 


rts, or any of them, then the distribution provided | respondence and judicial proceedings in relation 
in this’ act ‘shall be suspended, and shall so continue | thereto. 


until this. cause of its suspension shall be remov- 
ed; and, when removed, if not prevented by other 
provisions of this act, such distribution shall be re- 
sumed.” : 

Mr. Irwin asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, were yeas 108, nays 94. 
So the amendment of the senate was concurred in. 

The remaining amendments of the senate were 
concurred in; and the bill was then ordered to be re- 
turned to the senate. 

Mr. Wise, from the committee on naval affairs, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy furnish this 
house at the next session of congress with a list of the 
names of all officers of the navy, from lieutenants to 
captains inclusive, who have been on shore for the term 
of fivé years,ten years, and for a period longer than 
ten years, without going to sea, or without applying 
for orders; with a statement of the causes, if any, which 
prevented their going to sea; and with a statement of the 
services rendered by each of such officers respectively, 
and the yearly pay and emoluments of each. 

The house took up the bill “making appropri- 
ations for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for 
preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities,” which 
had been returned from the senate with a message 
informing this house that the senate had concurred in 
three of the amendments of this house to the amend- 
ments of the senate, but had insisted on the second 
and fourth. 

The first amendment insisted on by the senate was 
“for surveys in reference to the military defence of 
the frontier, inland and Atlantic, $30,000.” 

After some explanations between Mr. Fillmore and 
Mr. Pickens—Mr. Fillmore moved that the house re- 
cede from its disagreement to this amendment of the 
senate, and moved the previous question. And there 
was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Pickens asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered; and, being taken, were: 
yeas 88, nays 94. 

So the house refused to recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the senate. 

And the speaker decided that this vote was equi- 
yalent to a vote to insist, but not to a vote to adhere. 

[Mr. P. G. Goode, from the committee on enrolled 
bills, reported that the committee had examined the 
following bills, and had found them to be correct, 
(whereupon they received the signature of the speak- 
er). 

The joint resolution providing for the distribution 
of 700 copies of the Digest of Patents. 

The joint resolution providing for the distribution 
of the printed volumes of the sixth census. 

The act to amend an act providing for the taking of 
the sixth census or enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States. 

The act in addition to an act entitled ‘“‘an act to 
carry into effect a convention between the United 
States and the Mexican republic. ] 

The second amendment insisted on by the senate, 
appropriating $75,000 to defray the expenses of sc- 
lecting and purchasing a site for a western armory, 
being before the house— 

Mr. Fillmore (with a view to offer an amendment 
to the amendment of the senate) moved that the house 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
senate. 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. W. W. Irwin 
and Thompson, of Indiana. 

Pending this question, the house adjourned. 

Turspay, Ave. 31. Mr. Banks, of Virginia, on 
leave given, presented the proceedings of a meeting 
of citizens of Orange county, Va. Laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the war department, in answer to a resolution 
of this house, calling for information in relation to 
the number of troops at forts Gibson, Towson, 
Smith and Wayne. 

Laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house resumed the 
consideration of the following resolution, heretofore 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
uested to inform this house, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, whether any officer of the army, 


New York for any purpose connected with the imprison- 
ment or trial of Alexander McLeod; and if so, to com- 
municate to this house copies of the instructions to, and 


Mr. Barnard (who was entitled to the floor) ad- 


Mr. Everett stated that he had prepared a statement 
in relation to this case, which he was not willing to 
submit to the hap-hazard of a speech, but which he 
was in hopes he could get in, either in the shape of a 
report or an adverse report. If he could not do so, 
he intended to read it as a speech on a future day. 
The morning hour having expired, Mr. Fillinore 
called for the orders of the day. 
A message was received from the senate, by As- 
bury DicKins, esq. secretary, informing this house— 
First, that the senate had pa the bill of this 
house making appropriations for the funeral expen- 
ses of William Henry Harrison, late president of the 
United States. 
Also, that the senate had receded from the second, 
third and sixth amendments, disagreed to by this 
house, to the bill entitled ‘‘an act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant 
pre-emption rights.” 
Mr. Praffit asked Mr. Fillmore to waive his motion 
for the orders of the day, toenable him (Mr. P). to 
offer a resolution in relation to frauds perpetrated on 
the government. 
Mr. Fillmore declining to do so. 
Mr. Proffit gave notice that he would offer such a 
resolution the first moment he could. 
On leave given, Mr. Underwood, from the commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia, reported a bill to 
extend the jurisdictional limits of the corporation of 
Georgetown, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice. 
The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications for 
ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities. 
The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Fillmore that the house recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of the senate ‘appropriating 
$75,000 for defraying the expenses of selecting and 
purchasing a site for a western, northwestern or 
southwestern armory, to be selected by the president 
of the United States,” &c. 
Mr. Briggs understood, he said, that some gentle- 
men had an amendment to offer on receding. He 
wished that the house might have the whole question 
before it. Mr. B. then, for himself, and the section 
of country which he in part represented, disclaimed 
any hostility toward the object contemplated in this 
appropriation. 
r. Summers gave notice of his intention to offer 
the following amendment: 
“Strike out all after the word ‘selecting,’ and in- 
sert, ‘a suitable site on the western waters for the 
establishment of a national armory, a sum not ex- 
ceeding five thousand dollars; and the president of 
the United States is hereby authorised to cause such 
selection to be made, and to communicate all the 





Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, moved the previous 
question—there wasa second, and the main question 
was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Swnmers asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question. 

And on the question whether the yeas and nays 
should be taken no quorum voted. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, moved that the house 
adjourn; which motion was rejected. 

Mr..4ndrews then moved to lay the motion to recede 
on the table. 

The speaker said that motion, if it prevailed, would. 
carry the bill on the table also. 

And the question being put, it was decided in the 
pri a the motion to lay on the table was re- 
jected. 

F And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Fillmore, that the house recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the senate, the yeas and 
nays were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: Yeas 120, nays 44. So the house receded 
from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
senate. 

And the question recurring on concurring in the 
amendment of the senate, (which amendment was 
now open to amendment)— 

Mr. Somers moved to amend the amendment of the 
senate by striking out all after the word “selecting,” 
and insert: 

‘‘A suitable site on the western waters for the es- 
tablishment of a national armory, a sum not exceed- 
ing $5,000; and the president of the United States is 
hereby authorised to cause such selection to be made, 
and to communicate all the proceedings which may 
be had herein to the congress of the United States, 
to be subject to its approval.” 

In submitting this motion, Mr. S. said it had been 
his intention to offer a few remarks, but so much 
time had already been consumed in discussion, that 
he was unwilling further to protract it. He would, 
therefore, waive his right. 

Mr. King moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 
Summers, so as to provide for the selection of one 
site in the western states, and one site in the southern, 
states, which motion was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Swmmers— 

Mr. Wise moved the previous question. And there 
was a second. 

And the main question (being on the amendment 
of Mr. Summers), was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
were as follows: Yeas 120, nays 42. So the amend- 
ment of Mr. Summers was agreed to. 

And the amendment of the senate, as thus amended 
by the house, concurred in. 

The question then came up on the motion of Mr. 
Morgan, to reconsider the vote of yesterday by which 
the house had refused to recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the senate appropriating 
the sum of “thirty thousand dollars for surveys in 
reference to the military defences of the frontier, 
inland and Atlantic.” 

After an explanation from Mr. Fillmore, Mr. McKay 
asked the yeas and nays on the motion to reconsider, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were: yeas 
80, nays 86. So the vote was not reconsidered. 

And, on the motion of Mr. Fillmore, a committee 
of conference was ordered to be appointed on the 
part of this house to meet such committee as might 
be appointed by the senate, to confer on the said dis- 
azreement. 





proceedings which may be had herein to the congress 
of the United States, to be subject to its approval.” 
Mr. Thompson, of Indiana, indicated his intention 


ing $75,000 for additional surveys and purchase of 
a site in the western, southwestern or northwestern 
states. 


Mr. Morgan rose to a privileged question. He 
moved a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday by 
which the house had refused to recede from its dis- 
agreement in the amendment of the senate appropri- 
ating the sum of ‘$30,000 for surveys in reference to 
the military defences of the frontier, inland and 
Atlontic.” 

By general consent the consideration of this mo- 
tion was laid over until the pending question should 
have been disposed of. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Fillmore that the house recede from its disagreement 
to the amendment of the senate “appropriating 
$75,000 for —s the expenses of selecting and 
purchasing a site for a western, northwestern, or 
southwestern armory, to be selected by the president 
of the United States,” &c. 

A debate arose, in which Messrs. Underwood, 


Cushing, Reynolds, Cave Johnson, Triplet, King, Proffit, 





offered by Mr. J. G. Floyd, of New York: 


Pope, Henry, Sergeant, and Steenrod, participated. 





| Mr. Fillmore rose, and said that the house presented 
at this moment a spectacle which had never been 
presented before. They had disposed of the busi- 


to offer an amendment to the amendment appropr iat-| ness before them, and they were now simply waiting 


the action of the other house prior to adjournment. 





If- Mr. F. was interrupted by loud cries to order. 
Mr. S. Mason. I have a resolution calling for 
information. 


Mr. Proffit wished to offer a resolution. 

Mr. Fillmore. I was going to move that hereafter 
the daily hour of the meeting of this house be 12 
o’clock, until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, moved that the house 
adjourn. 

Mr. Stanly moved to amend the motion by adding 
‘until Thursday.” 

Much confusion followed. 

Mr. Wise asked the yeas and nays on the motion 
that the house do now adjourn. 

Mr. Andrews. Iwas about to withdraw the motion, 
but since the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise), 
has called the yeas and nays, I will not do so. I will 
let him know that he cannot terrify me by calling the 
yeas and nays. 

The house refused to order the yeas and nays. 

And then, at 20 minutes past 2 o’clock, the house 
adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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POSTCRIPT.—FOREIGN NEWS—After part | 


of our paper had been pressed off, the mail from the 
east brings us accounts of the arrival of the Britan- 
nia steamer with Liverpool dates to the 19th August; 
108 passengers for Halifax and 71 for Boston. 

The steamer Caledonia arrived out on the 14th, in 
12 days 17 hours from Boston. 

There had been very heavy rains, so seriously 
threatening the crops that the price of grain and 
flour had rapidly advanced, and a somewhat corres- 
pondent reduction took place in the price of cotton— 
but the latest dates indicate a fairer prospect—fine 
weather—prices of grain and flour again declined, 
and cotton again advanced to within a fraction of for- 
mer prices. 


Liverpool papers of the 18th Aug. says: Since the 
4th there has been a further rapid advance in the 
corn market, the continuance of rain having caused 
much activity among Yager pegy The market is, 
however, easier this week; and as the weather is now 
fine, with a settled appearance, there is we a fair 
prospect of the harvest turning out well. Prices of 
flour may now be quoted 35s. per bbl. in bond for 
western canal, and 40 to 41s. for free flour, the pre- 
sent rate of duty being 12s. 5d. per bbl. with the pro- 
bability of a further reduction in the course of a few 
weeks. 

There has been a brisk enquiry for cotton to-day, 
and the sales reach 6 to 7,000 bales, at jd. per Ib. ad- 
vance, including 2,000 on speculation, and 800 for 
export. The weather keeps very fine. 

Parliament was to meet on the 19th, by commis- 
sion, the queen declining in consequence of her situ- 
ation, to appear in person. 

There are some items about the decision of the 
court to try McLead—amounting to nothing. 

A frightful fire occurred at Smyrna on the 28th 
Suly, by which one-third of the Turkish city, a num- 
ber of bazaars and mosques, eight synagogues, and be- 
tween 9 and 10,000 houses were reduced to ashes; 
30 or 40 persons were killed, and 20,000 persons left 


without bread or an asylum. 














CHRONICLE. 





Bank OF THE Unitep Srarzs. The suit instituted 
against Nicholas Biddle commenced at one million of 
dollars has been reduced on putting in a bill of particu- 
lars to $240,000, 


British Dominions. The subjoined is astatement of 
the population of the British empire, which the Phila- 
delphia Sentinel says is compiled from the most authen- 
tic documents: 

Great Britain, Ireland and the reighboring 

Islands 
Colonies in Europe, such as Ionian Isles, 


27,020,000 





Malta, Gibraltar, &c. 400,000 
North America 1,500,000 
South America 120,000 
West Indies 1,000,000 | 
Africa 350,000 | 
Australia, (New Holland, &c.) 120,000 
New Zeland 25,000 
Asia, (East India Co’s dominions) 135,000,000 
Affghanism and Cabul 14,000,000 

210,535,000 


The whole of the above territories cover about 2,800,000 
square miles. 


Corton, has declined about half a cent per pound in 
the New York market. ‘The sales of last week were 
2,300 Upland and Florida at § to 103; 600 Mobile at 8 
to 12, and 50 of very fine at 13}; 250 New Orleans at 8 
to 12. 

Sea Island cotton crop. The recent heavy rains at 
the south did great injury to the growing cotton. ‘The 


Charleston Patriot says: On the adjacent islands the da- | 


mage to the Sea Island cotton crop has, we fear, been 
irreparable. From Edisto Island the accounts are de- 
plorable. In addition to the injury from rain the cater- 
pillers have appeared in great numbers. In the middle 
and upper sections of the state the injury has been also 
most extensive. The bridge over the Congaree river, 4 
miles below Columbia, has been carried away, and the 
fields for miles around submerged with water, while in 
some parts of Greenville district the corn crops have been 
nearly destroyed. 


Tue Cocnineal Insect, is frequently found on willow 
trees in various parts of the United States. The New 
Orleans Bee notices their being in great abundance at 
present in the Parish of St. Mary, Louisiana. In 1812 
the editor of the Register gathered thousands of them 


| were 11,596 barrels and 490 half barrels. 


Cory, is quoted in New York and Philadelphia at 75 
a 77; in Baltimore at 70 to 72. 


Deatus. During the last week in New York 190, of 
which 96 were under two years—of cholera infantum 
41, of consumption 24; in rye woe 5 166, of whom 36 
were under two years, and 18 died of consumption; in 
Baltimore 54, of which 25 were under two years of age, 
9 were free colored and 1 slave; in Char » S.C. 
13, of which 6 were whites and 7 colored. 


J Gales—Died at Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
Tuesday, the 24th instant, J Gales, father of one of 
the editors of the National Intelligencer, and of the wife 
of the other. He had completed his eightieth year on 
the 4th of February last, and appeared to have, so far as 
his health and constitution was concerned, the prospect 
of lengthened years before him, when he was, afew days 
afterwards struck with a paralysis, under the effect of 
which he suffered immediate privation of speech, and has 
been atlength called by his Maker hence to a better and 
a brighter world. 


Mr. Gales was a native of the village of Eckington, 
(Derbyshire), in England, and commenced business as a 
rinter and bookseller, when of age, at Sheffield, where 
e established, in 1787, the Sheffield Register. Persecuted 
on account of his political principles, after publishing 
that popular paper for seven years, he emigrated in 1794, 
with his family, to the United States, spending on_ his 
way some months in Germany; arrived at Philadelphia 
in August, 1795, beginning business as a printer there, 
and after a time purchasing from the elder Oswald the 
establishment of the Independent Gazetteer, which he 
published for a year, and resold it to Samuel H. Smith, 
esq. (afterwards the founder of the National Intelligen- 
cer); emigrated to North Carolina in September, 1799, 
and there established the Raleigh Register, which he 
pornowe for forty years, and which 1s still published 
y his youngest son, a native of North Carolina, the 
father having only a year or two ago retired from the con- 
cern. 

During this long life of useful labor he maintained an 
enviable reputation for the most blameless purity in pri- 
vate life, for devotedness to public duties, and for enlarg- 
ed benevolence. 

His last illness he sustained with that fortitude and 
meekness becoming the Christian faith, of which he was 
from his youth upwards, a devout professor and fol- 
lower. Surrounded by his mourning children and 
grand children, he sunk to rest, as a babe to its slumber, 
> the full hope of waking again to a glorious immorta- 
ity. 


Excuance.. New York upon England 83 a 9 prem.; 
on France 5f. 225; Boston, par; Philadelphia 3; Balti- 
more 2 a 23; Washington 2!; Richmond, Petersburg, 
Raleigh and Wilmington, N. C. 34; Charleston 13; 
Augusta 5 a 8; Columbus 15a 16; Mobile 8}; New 
Orleans 4 a 43; St. Louis 9; Louisville 7}; Cincinnati 83; 
Nashville 11. 


Frour, commands from $6 50 to 6 75 according to 
brand for shipping, from New York—the supply last week 
was light—20,000 barrels reached market on the 28th 
and 29th ult. The inspections last week in Baltimore 


Prices range 
from $6 12 to 6 50, 


Maruias, the impostor, died at Ashville, N. Carolina, 
on the 2ist July, aged 60. 


New Orteans. The interments reported from the 13th 
to the 18th August are 62, of which 10 were by yellow 
fever. ‘The report of the 20th says, nine deaths occurred 








off of a willow tree then growing in his garden at Anna- 
polis. 


the previous twenty-four hours, of which 4 were by yel- 
low fever. ‘Ten deaths occurred in the same period in 
Lafayette, all of yellow fever. On the 21st, 15 interments 

in the city, of which 3 were by yellow fever. Total 
number, during the last week, 103. On the 22d, there 
were 18 interments, 6 of yellow fever; on the 23d, 12 of 
yellow fever; on the 24th, 21 deaths occurred, of which 11 
were by yellow fever. 


PosrmasTErRS. According to the report of Mr. Whit- 


'tlesey, the post office auditor, there were on the 4th of 


March last, three thousand three hundred and thirty-seven 
postmasters In arrears to the government, for sums vary- 
ing from a few dollars to many thousands. 


Pusiic Lanps. The quantity of public lands now 
surveyed and prepared for market, is officially stated to 
be 8,469,567 acres. 


Ratt Roavs. The Boston Transcript publishes the 
subjoined statement. Longest lines of rail roads, which 
are completed in England: 

Price of the stock. Length. Cost. 


Grand Junction, 1202 for 1100 pd 97} miles. 11,906,000 


Great Western, 92 for 65 pd 118; 6 5,288,000 
London & Birm. 159 for 90 pd 1125 “ 5,724,000 
London & 3S. west. 55 for 388i pd 77 “ 2,284,000 


Receipts of said rail roads for one week in July, 1841: 
Grand Junction, 1 week ending July 10, 19,041 
Great Western, 1 os “ 11, 12,826 


London and Birm. l * “ 10, 17,435 
London and S. west. 1 “ 5 12, 6,307 
The Great Western is just completed. Its last 13 


miles were opened 30th June, 1841. 

The Winchester rail road is doing a steadily increasing 
business. From 700 to 1,000 bbls. flour are daily con- 
veyed by the locomotive President to Harper’s Ferry. 

The Hartford and New Haven rail road has cleared 
over its ordinary expenses, about $20,000 within the last 


; two months, 





Su.ver Mine. The United a 
irveR Mine. nited States Gazette st 

the first deposit of silver from a mine of the United eeu 
was made ai the mint in Philadelphia this week. It wag 
from Davidson county, North Carolina, and it is beliey 
ed that the mines there will prove very productive. Th, 
essay made at the mint showed that 1,000 parts of the 
bullion contained 973 of silver and 8 of gold. 


_Staves. One thousand dollars are wanted to transfe; 
= Lae negroes to Liberia. Thos. Wallace, esq. of 
Flemingsburg, Ky. recently died, and by his will |ibe- 
rated eighteen slaves on condition that the American 
Colonization society send them to Liberia in Africa — 
We trust that the friends of human liberty will not with- 
hold the means necessary to relieve these poor fellows 
from slavery and give them a “local habitation and a 
name” in the land of their fathers. Less than one*thoy- 
sand is wanted to accomplish this object. 

LN. Y. Star. 


Srorrep Fever. Fifteen or twenty cases have occur- 
red in Franklin county, Ohio, nearly all of which proved 
fatai in 24 hours. 


SreamBoat Line rrom CuarLeston TO Europe. We 
are happy to learn that the subscription is filling to the 
company, for establishing a direct steam communication 
with England. This measure will do more for the 
south than fifty commercial conventions—instead of call- 
ing upon Hercules—it is being Hercules—and we say 
“incipe,”’ strangle the serpent of distrust in your cradle— 
and your art will ripen into strength to crush the Hydra 
of monopoly hereafter. Charleston owes much to the 
public spirit which has headed the list with some of our 
first names. [Charleston Mercury. 


StreamBoats. The Missouri, whilst lying at St. Louis 
on the 12th ult. took fire and burnt to the waters edge.— 
She was considered the fastest boat on the western wa- 
ters. A man isin custody charged as the incendiary. 


Stocks. U.S. bank shares sold in New York on the 
27th ult. at 83; on the 29th they brought 10. The notes of 
that institution are quoted at 30 to 37 discount. Illinois 
6’s of 1870 sold at 55; Indiana sterling bonds at 563. 


‘TALLAHASSEE according to the last dates, is restored to 
health. No new case of fever reported for ten days. 


Toxsacco. The inspection of last week at Baltimore 
comprise 1,040 hhds. Maryland, and 259 Ohio. The 
finer sorts of Maryland are quite in demand. Inferior 
and common $4a4 50; good $8a8 50; fine $9a13. Ohio 
maintains former quotations fully and the demand has 
rather improved—common to middling $4 50a5 25; good 
$5 50a6 50; fine red and wrapper $812; fine yellow 
$7 50a10; and extra wrappery $12al4. 


VETOES BY THE PRESIDENTS. 


The veto power was 
exercised by Gen. saer “plies 


April 5, 1792 


o arch 1, 1797 

By Madison, Feb. 21, 1811 
do “ 98° 1811 

do Noy. 6, 1812 

do Jan. 20, 1815 

By Monroe, May 4, 1822 
By Jackson, May 31, 1831 
do Dec. 7, 1831 

du July 10, 1832 

do Dec. 6, 1832 

do Dec. 1834 


Western Natrona Armory. Ata greg meeting 
of the citizens of Pittsburgh, heid last week, the following 
named gentlemen were appointed a committee for the 
purpose of collecting facts to lay before the president, in 
order to shew the superior advantages of Pittsburgh, as a 
location for a national armory: Harmer Denny, Richard 
Biddle, John Warden, J. HL. Shoenberger, and N. B. 
Craig, esqrs. 


The Pittsburgh board of trade have appointed the 
following gentlemen a committee to act in conjunction 
with that named: Wilson McCandless, William Eich- 
baum, and James May, esgqrs. 


Wueat commands from $1 32 to $136 in the New 
York and Baltimore markets. 

At Niles, (Michigan), August 19th, about 1,000 bushels 
received per day—price 68 cents cash. Cae 

At Alion, Ulinois, 7th August, “wheat is coming into 
market in great abundance. The quality was never finer 
—price 50 cents per bushel.” 

‘The Buffalo Advertiser says that much of the wheat 
arriving there is from Illinois, of the new crop, the quality 
of which surpasses that of former seasons. At the va- 
rious ports on Lake Erie wheat is in demand at $1 1 
per bushel. 

The Western Farmer, published at Detroit, says of the 
crops of Michigan: Most of our farmers have got througlt 
with their wheat harvest, and secured their hay crops. 
We have letters before us from nearly every county 1" 
the state, which are truly encouraging to the prosperity 
of Michigan, and demonstrate beyond a doubt, that the 
Peninsula state has added greatly, even to her last year’s 
supply. Her surplus, which cannot be less than three 
millions of bushels, and if present prices are maintainee, 
our friends this season will reap a rich reward as the 
fruit of their labor. J 

The export of flour and wheat from Montreal an 
Quebec to the United Kingdoms, during the present 
year, up to August Ist, inclusive, has been 155,243 bar- 
rels ot flour, and 243.290 bushels of wheat. ‘To easter? 

rovinces of British North America and the West Indies, 

,876 barrels of flour, 17,480 barrels of pork, and 2 
barrels of beef. 
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